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Be Pitiful, Ye Strong 
By Emma A. Lente 


HAVE been down amid the very dregs of life, 
Where fever-phantoms*mock’on-either hand, 
Where pain wrings,every nerve till senses faint, 
And earth itself s¢ems but a shifting sand. 


Where days are long; with longer, wearier nights, 
And minutes seem like hours, and hours stand still,— 

Where tired eyes shun the light, and noises hurt,— 
All this with utter loss of power and will. 


I have come back unto the wonted ways of life ; 
To seé the sun, and feel the fresh winds blow, 

To feel returning: health flow in full tide, 
And all the thrill of busy days to know. 


- 


But friends, oh, friends of sturdy, vigorous strength, 
Who bear the stress where daily cares are thick, 
Take time between for helpful words and deeds ; 
Be pitiful—-be pitiful unto the sick. 


- PouGHKespsisz, N. Y. 





An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1909 is now ready, and will be matled 
Jor two two-cent stamps, upon request. 
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Outgo the Moulding Force 


Lifeless things are changed by what is put into 
them ; living creatures are changed by what goes out 
from them. It is better to be of the living, and to 
have a share in determining our own make-up. We 
are safeguarded, against being injured or defiled by 
the harmful things that may come into our. lives with- 
out our choosing, for we know that ‘‘ not that which 
entereth into the mouth defileth the man ; but that 
which proceedeth out of the mouth, this defileth the 
man.’’ We are never harmed except by those un- 
worthy things that we choose..to send forth from us. 
And this principle of outgo holds also on the better 
side. All the truth and righteousness in the world 
may be poured into our lives, in the way of teaching 
and sermons and the example and kindness of others, 
and. it will de: us not. one particle of good: until -we 


‘ begin to send something of the same sort out from 


our lives. Not that which entereth in uplifteth us ; 
but that which proceedeth out, this uplifteth us. 


x 
Duty Higher than Interests 


Our interests do not determine our duty. Only 
God's will for us determines our duty. One man may 
have a deep interest in the needs of the people of 
Africa, and another man may have an equal concern for 
the solution of city-slum and factory problems through 
settlement work ; yet God may call the former of 
these to be a city missionary, and the latter te be a 
missionary to the Congo : and God’s summons must 
weigh more with them than their natural ‘ interests.’’ 
What’ we ought to do may lie in the direction of 
that which interests us very much indeed, or of that 
which interests us not at all ; but if we ought todo it, 
we ought to do it; andin the doing we shall find 
power, with emancipation from the narrow shackles of 
personal inclination. 

KK 


When Our Best is Improved Upon 


When our best plans are interfered with, by cir- 
cumstances; that we cannot control, it is only because 
God .has still better plans for us. It would be unlov- 
ing of him indeed if he withheld his best merely be- 
cause it interfered with our mistaken ideas of what 
was best. Aman plans out a certain day of activities 
in Christian service ; he has many responsibilities, 
and he can hope to meet them only by the most dili- 
gent use of.every moment in the day, When the day 
dawns, he finds himself in the grip of an illness, un- 
expected .and unaccountable, which sets him aside 
and demolishes his carefully made plans. It seems 
hard to be asked to accept the overthrow of plans with 


The Power of a 


HEN we think of what makes a powerful life, we 
do not usually think of contentment as one of 
its main elements. Things that give range 

and variety are more likely to be the things to which we 
look, while the contented life is very apt to seem 
dull, gray and colorless, and without ambition, | But 
we do associate strength with another word which 
carries the same meaning as contentment, and that is 
the word contained. A person whocan never. contain 
himself, but whose force is always going to waste 
through whim and feeling, or ebbing. away through 
sudden outbursts and passing moods, is the one to 
give us by contrast some sense of how much strength 
it takes to give to a character the grace of content- 
ment. 

We are often imposed upon by men and women 
who seem to have much more vitality and vivacity 


‘ than others because they give way to every impulse, 


say out whatever they happen to think, and are al- 
ways ranging forth in search of sensations and excite- 
ments. And we also impose upon ourselves when we 
fancy that all the restlessness of our own which is forever 
tempting us away from our work is due to a strength 
in us ‘for which Providence has provided no proper 
outlet or opportunity. It isnot because we are strong 
that we are restless, but just the opposite. 

A fretting and uneasy person, always pining for 
some great thing to do, becomes after a while the dull- 
est sort of company. A discontented life is sure to 


become listless, dispirited, and bored, and to take the 
life and snap out of every company which he enters. 
Nothing wearies us more than a constantly murmur- 
ing and complaining soul, even though to that soul it 
seems as if its complaint is all due to the wish to 
make things better. 


It seems’ to him that -he has 


the same confidence and enthusiasm with which he 
would have entered upon his own plans for that day. 
But that is just what we may do,—indeed, we ought 
to have a little more confidence and enthusiasm for 
the change ; for the first plans were chiefly our own, 
while the change is plainly of God ; we might have 
made a mistake : he never can. The better our orig- 
inal plans were, in their seemingly un uestionable 
importance and fidelity to duty and *s will, a 
more thankful we have the right to be when they 

completely set aside ; for we know that God pA hot 
do this except for a blessing better even than the large 
one we thought we were working out. How good it 
is that we have a Heavenly Father who loves us and 
trusts us enough to overrule us whenever he sees an 
opportunity to send some exceptional and needed 


blessing ! 
a 


Limitations as Guide Posts 

There is a better attitude to take toward those 
circumstances of our life that sharply limit and shut 
us in, than the heroic or martyr-like pose that we must 
do well in spite of these things; The better way is to 
recognize that God wants us to do well because of, or 
by means of, these things. Thereis a difference, here, 
between ‘‘in spite of,'’ and ‘‘because of.'" The first 
implies a challenge ; something to be overcome, and 
done away with ; and life cannot all be made up of chal- 
lenges. The second implies a direct guide and 
helper ; and that is what our limitations are often for, 
They are sent to keep us in the pathway ‘which alone 
can lead us to God’s goal for us. ‘They are to guide 
us to the goal, not: block us from it. . They.serve as the 
rails to the locomotive, or the rudder to the ship ; not 
to be overcome and done away with, but gladly to be 
yielded to and obeyed as direct evidences of God's plan 
for us. 


Contented Life 


never had a chance. To those who know it is clear 
that he throws away every chance he has, 

Contentment is a very animated thing. If any one 
wishes to find this out, let him resist for a day all the 
centrifugal forces which come to him,—at one moment 
in the form of a lust for something more exciting, at 
another in the fear that the task he is doing is not 
just the one best task for him, then in the feeling that 
his health demands that he should take a day off, or 
again in the thought that soméwhere élse if he could 
only get there he would find just the one thing that 
would satisfy him. Let him resist all these blandish- 
ments and put himself wholly into what he has to do, 
and he will discover that he has been engaged in a 
rather brisk adventure. Our strongest days are those 
in which we held ourselves in. We can tell it by the 
way we feel at night. 

Bore in a little deeper into what you have to do, 
and after you have passed the top layer of your task 
and struck a rather commonplace vein for a while 
you will get down to the real depths and richness of 
your work. . We see to-day hosts of people who are 
failures just because they never get beneath the sur- 
face of their undertaking, and go from one thing to 
another as soon as they have picked up what lies on 
the top of the ground. 

The man with a job is a much more spirited person 
than the man who is looking for one, although at 
times the routine and monotony may tell upon him 
who has to stay year in and year out in the’ same 
work. It is getting to be an altogether too common 
and discouraging sight, nowadays, to see the number 
of first-rate men—in the ministry, 1n soctal service, and 
in every walk of life—who are going to pieces, fritter- 
ing away their power, throwing away one sphere 
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of a age go another, and finally dropping _ 
altogether ng forgotten, just because 
could not contain themselves, or themselves in and 
down to some one definite place and task as a vantage 
ground from which to touch the world. They have 
proved that they had of usefulness, but 
it was in the places w ey were that they proved 
it. Then came the restless thought about how fine it 
would be to multiply all this usefulness by a hundred, 
make it touch the whole country instead of the place 
where it was so effective. The running over of it had 
reached other fields, and so they want to have it all run- 
‘ning over. They throw up their positions, and the 
first they know they have no surplus, and worst of all 
they do not have even enough. The having of a sur- 
plus is possible only to the man who has a definite task. 
One could name a dozen men who were men of 
power ten or fifteen years ago in various tasks and 
places and who to-day are out of the way, forgotten, 
and nearly without influence, simply because they 
grew discontented with even the very large usefulness 
and influence they had, and wanted something 
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vaster. Whilethey were in the definite place and obli- 
, the world at large heard about them and was 
nterested in them and helped by them, But when 
pape potas ost and went 
world, the work See we 
loss of contentment came the extinction of their use- 
fulness. It is one of the sad things that we often 


~have to witness, ; 


If an explosive is to do its best work, the tamping 
and packing of it down into its place is quite as nec- 
essary as the power of the explosive itself. Great 
things are done not out in the universe at large, but 
always in some particular Hf we have such a 
place, let us be glad of it -If now and again, as is nat- 
ural, we find ita little confining and grow restless, then 
let us take a thought of the men who are wishing with all 
their hearts that they had a place, that they could get 
back into one and find it surely increasing and stor- 
ing up their power. Let us think of the restless and 


wasted lives that cannot find anything to contain 


them, and be glad of the circumstances that take what 
little force we have, and make it joyful and effective. 





Is God the Creator of All? 

; Many a parent or teacher longs to have positive 
assurance of the hopefulness of prayer and effort in- 
behalf of a child or pupil, no matter how discouraging 


the situation seems. It is perhaps this desire that 
has prompted an earnest Christian mother to write : 

Is it unscriptural to state that there is a God-nature in every 
one? Or is there no God-nature in any one until he is born 
again? Is it not the closeness of the walk with Satan that ob- 
literates the divine image in which we were created ? 

God created man in his own image ; and God has 
created every human being since the first creation of 
man.. There is no evidence in Scripture that Satan 
has ever had the power to create life ; instead, his 
sole mission seems to be to destroy life. Therefore 
it, would seem scriptural to believe that every human 
life, having come into being from God himself, has 
in itse:f,a share in the nature of God, and that the in- 
dividual will of every one decides whether to permit 
this -God-nature to respond to God's inyitation in 
»: Christ to enter upon the abundant life of complete 
surrender to the will of God, which leads to the ever- 
iimereasing service of God, or to resist God’s call and 
God's will so: persistently that the final service of 
God's enemy, Satan, is the only possible outcome. 
Inasmuch as the Bible leads us to believe that ‘‘ while 
there is life there is hope,’’—that is, that throughout 
this life at least it is possible for one who has not yet 
done so to surrender to God, accept Christ's salva- 
tion, and choose his service for eternity,—it would 
appear that the God-nature is not wholly extinct in 
any one during the human lifetime. It is that na- 
ture, and that nature only, that can respond to Christ's 
call to be born again. Because we know that ‘‘God 
our Saviour... would have a# men to be saved,"’ 
we may have unlimited confidence in his having made 
it possible for all men, through their kinship with 
him, to come unto him. 

a 


Why Sickness is a Blessing 

More and more we are are coming to realize the 
wonderful love of God's ways. And if we believe God 
is love at all, we can stop at no half-way station, but 
we must see him as love in all that he does, It is 
well, therefore, to: have such a question raised as the 
following, from an Ohio reader : 


In your issue of February 19, in your Notes on Open Let- 
ters, we believe you fall into what seems a well-nigh universal 
error. One writer in your article, ‘‘ Why Send for a Doctor?" 
quotes another writer as follows: ‘‘The unspeakable riches 
and the blessing of sickness, and ill health, and thorns in the 
flesh, and trouble and tribulation,’ etc. In your Notes you 
say the above is in line witli the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment; then, to quote direct : ‘' The blessings of sickness and 
affliction are too abundant and overwhelming ... to be a 
matter of doubt to any one."’ 

Is not sickness, affliction, tribulation and death, and every- 
thing that mars our happiness here below, the result of sin? 
Is sin God's will? Can the result of sin be God's will? Is it 
right to violate all the laws of God and nature, and, as a result 
of such violation, suffer all kinds of sorrow and pain, and then 
blame it on a loving God? 


Sin is not God's will ; but it zs God's will that sin 
should always result in something that shall help us 
to stop sinning. Therein is the blessing of the pen- 
alty of sin ; and in such penalty God's love shines 
out as clearly as in his highest rewards of righteous- 
ness. - Sickness is probably always a result of sin that 


has been committed by some one at some time. A 


_particular sickness, however, may be so remote in 


time from the sin that led to it that we cannot see the 
connection ; and the one who is sick may have no 
moral responsibility for that sickness, Christ made 
this plain when he brushed aside the petty theo- 
logical hairsplittings of his disciples over the cause 
of a certain man’s blindness (John 9: 3). But 
in general, sickness, like any other danger signal 
of broken laws, has for its mission the bringing of 
one closer to God, the deepening of one’s sense of 
God's love, and the increasing of one's usefulness to 
God. That sickness has been the occasion of these 
unsearchably rich blessings in the lives of countless 
numbers of God's children is a fact to which thou- 
sands gratefully testify. They do not ‘‘ blame’’ their 
blessings on a loving God ; they thank him for them. 


a 
What Is It to Teach a Bible Class ?.. .. 


To many an earnest Christian man or woman the 
teaching of a Sunday-school class is such a formidable 
task that it is either left undone or is carried through 
in such a spirit of fear and uncertainty that the work 
is robbed of much of its joy and usefulness, 
is a secret to learn, just here, which would transform 
Sunday-school work for these workers. It will help 
to meet the difficulty of this Pennsylvania business 
man, who conducts a large adult Bible class : 


I am deeply conscious of my inability to speak readily, I 
will devote all my spare moments from the close of one Sun- 
day-school session to the commencement of the next, in reading 
your joneees and other commentators on the lesson, and occa- 
sionally pray for ability to comprehend and remember what I 
read and learn; and, between times, business ‘‘ bumps"’ the 
major portion out of my head. I don’t leave the class but 
what a résumé of the period reveals that the best points of the 
lesson have not been revealed and emphasized, due to my in- 
ability to carry them mentally. The only other avenue, in my 
conception, is to write the lesson out as I would comment 
thereon ; and this method pretty nearly put me down and out. 
It was nerve-racking to me to write and then attempt to mem- 
orize my writings. Skeleton outlines, of course, touch on my 
shortcoming, namely, lack of ready speech. Thus I go to my 
class, feeling so empty, which I feel is a sin and shows a tre- 
mendous lack of faith. Between lack of ability to permanently 
retain some of the truths I learn in my lesson preparation, and 
lack of ability to forcibly and convincingly state those I do 
remember to present, I am in distress, and feel that I have 
missed my calling when I attempt to teach. Yet the process 
of preparation for a lesson has been such a revelation and 
delight and matter of profit to myself, that as long as the class 
tolerates me I feel that I will only too gladly stay at the task 
of teaching. 


This man is trying to preach, not to teach, And 
preaching, it may good-naturedly be said, is none of 
his business. Preaching, or delivering a well-devel- 
oped discourse which presents all the best thoughts 
that we have been able to get on a certain theme, is 
ever so much more difficult a task than teaching, — 
and not nearly so effective. Very few persons can be 
good preachers or speakers ; very many persons can 
be effective teachers, when once they get clearly in 
mind that teaching not only does not consist in pre- 
paring a careful address, but is actually blocked and 
defeated by such an address, For telling the truth toa 
class.is not teaching ; we begin to teach only when 
we get the class to tell the truth to us. 

To begin with, this man ought to stop all his at- 
tempts to learn to ‘‘ speak readily."’ That has killed 


t to make over the | 
them. With the — 


-a delight, and 


There’ 
, class. 
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_ And there is one of the simple secrets of good teach- 
ing ; ask guestions, This man ap tly has the 
requirements of the making of a Ps yr i 
deeply interested in his class (as otler letters from him 


he finds that rags Bs chyna of a lesson is a revelation, 

great profit, to himself. The next 
time he gets a lesson ready for teaching, let him spend 
the entire week, just as he has been doing, in study- 
ing out every possible thought and truth in it. Let 
him absorb it and get full of it, as usual. But instead 
of attempting to give the class a talk in which all this 
Shall be presented, let him set down on a single sheet 
of paper, in clear, legible writing, three or four, or 
perhaps half a dozen, sentences that state in a way 
that he will recognize at a glance the strongest or most 
impressive truths in that lesson that he has discovered. 
On another sheet of paper let him set down a dozen 
or so questions that are likely to get people thinking 
in the direction of those truths that he has noted. 
These questions must not be such that the answers 
are obvious, but rather such as will make people think, 
and probably draw out differences of opinion. And 
the questions should be asked in such a way that the 
lass will not know the teacher's thought, nor should 
he ever express his thought until after they have had 
full opportunity to express theirs, 

Let that be the extent of his notes, and of his prep- 
aration, and let him go into class prayerfully deter- 
mined that, whatever else happens, he will talk less 
than the class that day, and never talk for more than 
two or three minutes at a time. Let his first word 
on the lesson, when teaching time comes, be a 
question,—a question carefully chosen to challenge 
interest and provoke discussion at once. Plenty of 
such questions on the lessons will be found in every 
issue of The Sunday School Times. 

With the mere memoranda before him of the 
particular truths that he wants.to teach, and with the 
resolution firmly held to to question, question, ques- 
tion out of the class every bit of thought éZey have on 
the subject, this teacher will find that his class’ com- 
ments will serve as a reminder to him of the material 
that he has been storing up during his week of 
study, though he would be utterly unable .to bring 
that material forth in an unbroken discourse to his 
Just a word from himself, here and there, 
to correct or add to or confirm or illustrate what his 
class is saying, is all that he needs todo. For then 
he will be really teaching, or causing his class to 
know, because of what they give to him. The little 
that he gives them they will hold, when it is in com- 
ment on what ¢hey have said ; a long talk is only poor 
preaching, and has little chance of being remembered. 

Above all things, let this man be thankful that he 
is.not a ready Speaker. Much telling means little 
teaching. 

bd 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


E THANK. thee, Heavenly Father, that thou hast 
spoken. ‘rhou hast not left usin intolerable solitude, 
stranded and alone, as on some desert island, swal- 

lowed up in the measureless desolation of an empty universe. 
Thou hast spoken, Lord ; yea, thou art speaking. Blessed be 
thy name! The vast void yields us our Father's voice. ... 
We hear thee yet. The echoes speak to us from thee in a 
thousand resonant and delightful harmonies. How rich thy 
message all last night, when through the silence came the in- 
cessant pounding ‘of the, ocean surf upon the reefs, and the 
stirring of the pine needles in the night wind, wooing us to 
sleep—in our Father's arms. And how gracious thy call to 
awake, refreshed, when morning dawned and the beams of 
light brought us thy word, so plain and so compelling that the 
very birds caught it and began to sing. . . . And we hear thee, 
yea, thee, O Father, in the memories that throng us from other 
days, of vanished faces, and of voices long since stilled on earth 
but heard in heaven. And in the speech of loving friends the 
same accent of thine is reproduced, to cheer or guide us on 
our way. . .. And in books, above all in thy Holy Word, even 
in the newspapers as they tell us of great celebrations all over 
the land, however disguised, thy meaning filters down to us, 
and thy words siir us tothink and feel and do... . And how 
thy Providence sends its tale to us, reverberating even in the 
often discordant reports of wars, debates, reforms, industrial 
struggles, and the cries of human want, from far and near: 
yea, even in our joys and our sicknesses, and the other vicissi- 
tudes of our own small lives. ... Lord Jesus, thou - eternal 
mouth-piece of the Eternal One, we hail thee, our Prophet, 
and crave the direct ministries of th Apieit. speaking to our 
heart and conscience. . .. Give us the listening ear and the 


attentive mind and ready will—now and always, on Sunday 
and.on weekday ; in church and at home, and out in the busy, 
burly world. 
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LESSON FOW “APRIL 3 (Matt. 9: 18-34) 





(This narrative is written from the standpoint of 

one supposed to be in Galilee in the time of Christ.) 
HE city of Tyre has been my place of residence 
for about a year, but now, in the autumn of 
A. D, 28, I am hastening home to Capernaum. 
Entering the province of Galilee, how familiar 
everything seems! Our compagy passes through a 
continuous string of large towns and villages. The 
highways are lined with trees, and the highly. culti- 
vated fields come up to the borders of the roads. We 
meet many people on foot and riding upon camels, 
horses, and Every now and then we are com- 
pelled to turn out to let a heayily laden caravan go by. 
At length a bend in the road brings us in sight of 
Capernaum, and there, waiting by the roadside, are 
many of my friends who have come out to meet me. 
What joyful greetings are ours! We have so many 
questions to ask and to answer. After we have talked 
a while, I say that I want to look down upon my be- 
loved Lake of Galilee. How beautiful it is, lying 
there in the great hollow of the hills! The shores are 


thickly studded with the old well-known towns and: 


villages, castles, hippodromes, synagogues, amphithe- 
aters, and Greek villas, Back from them stretch the 
well-tilled lands. Yes, there are the fishing boats too, 
and the pleasure craft and the ships of war going to 
and fro on the water make a living picture of this 
glorious scene. My own city, howevér, is the best of 
all in this picture. There it is on its bold cliff, jut- 
ting out into the lake near its head, with its white 
beach on the east, and back of it the plain of Gennes- 
aret—the most fertile in all Galilee. To this port 
comes not only the principal lake commerce, but the 
meeting of some of the great trade routes, east, west, 
north, and south. What is said and done here is 
quickly made known throughout a very wide region. - 


Market-Place Excitement 

Now we are in Capernaum, and it seems good to 
be in our own home once more.’ The next morning I 
go to the central square and market-place. To my 
surprise, very little seems to be going on in the way of 
business. The men are gathered in excited groups, 
all talking at the same time. In one company, how- 
ever, a young man is speaking while the others are 
keeping silent or only asking a question now and 
then. As I approach I hear him saying, ‘‘I know 
that these things are true, for I have: seen him do 
them.’’ ‘*What did you see?’’ said a man near by. 
‘*IT saw him,’’ replied the young man, ‘‘open the eyes 
of a blind man with aword, I saw him take a foul leper 
by the hand and bid him be clean, and his flesh at 
once became like that of a child in its flush of health. 
I saw him restore the withered hand of a man, when 
he stretched it out at his command.’’ But just here 
he was interrupted by another questioner, who said, 
‘Where did you see him do these things ?’’ Without 
the least hesitation the young man_gave the places and 
times. There was now some disputing of the young 
man’s testimony by some Jerusalem Pharisees who 
had just joined the group, but he said, ‘‘1 saw what I 
saw, and many others will tell you that they saw what 
I did. You can believe it or not as you please.’’ 

Then he separated himself from the group, and I fol- 
lowed him, asking, ‘‘Of whom were you speaking ?’’ 

‘Where have you been,’’ was the answer, ‘‘ that you 
do not know about Jesus ot Nazareth, who has turned 
our city upside down and all Galilee, Samaria, and 
Judzea by the wonderful things he is doing?. This 
Jesus has now made this city his headquarters."’ 

Explaining that I have been away in Tyre for a 
year, and have had but little news from Capernaum, 
I now further ask, ‘‘Do you mean The Christ whom 
John Baptist proclaimed on the banks of the Jordan 
a little over a year ago?’’ ‘*Heis the one,’’ was the 
answer. Now the matter became clear to me, and I 
recalled my journey of over a year ago to the banks of 
the Jordan to see and hear John, and his startling 
proclamation ot the coming Messiah. 

‘«But where is Jesus?’’ Task. ‘‘The multitudes 
have lately so pressed him,’’ I am told, ‘*that he has 
taken a ship and gone to the other side of the lake, 
but he is expected to return at any time.’’ 





New Testament chronologists differ as 1o the order of. events in 
Jesus’ ministry. r. Sell has here grouped characteristic scenes 
which some harmonists would not place together.—Tue Eprror. 
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With. the Peo pl e in Galilee 


By Henry T. Sell, D.D., author of « Bible study by Books,” “ Studies in the Life of Christ,” etc. 


Not often does a Gospel account of Jesus’ actions 
give us a picture of the thing as it really happened. 
This is not the fault of the Gospels, but of our- 
selves: we read from the standpoint of twentieth- 
century westerners, instead of first-century Orient- 
als. Therefore Dr. Sell’s vivid word-pictures, of 
which this is. the second in a series of four, are 
making the Gospel narratives almost new to many 
areader. We shall do well to bring their spirit and 
atmosphere into our study and teaching. 





The next morning about daylight I was awakened 
by men: crying out-in the street, ‘‘ His boat is in sight, 
he is coming.’’ Arising at once, I hastened down to 
the white beach to the east of the city, where there 


had» already assembled. a great crowd of ‘people.- 


Looking off on the lake I saw an immense fleet of 
boats approaching the shore—for every available craft 
had» been taken to go out and meet him. A fisher- 
man. pointed out to me the boat in which Jesus was 
sitting. Very soon he was at the shore, but so many 
people immediately closed about him that it was diffi- 
cult to get anywhere near him. Those who had been 
with him on his voyage across the lake had a very 
strange tale to tell of how, in a severe storm at night, 
he had calmed the boisterous winds and waves with a 
word. Now every one is moving toward the city, and 
Jesus is walking with Peter, who is taking him to his 
house. No sooner have they entered than the crowd 
rushes in after them, and when no more people can 
get in they block the street. Then a great outcry is 
heard up the street, and voices loudly demanding that 
way be made for a sick man, The crowd slowly opens 
a passage for four men, who are bearing a bed upon 
which is a sick man. But, do what they may, they can 
get no farther than the door of the house. Some one 
says; Try the roof stairway. No sooner is it sug- 
gested: than done. 
the sick man. The opening there is enlarged. The 
paralytic is let down before Jesus. This whole matter 
has. created a great stir inside and outside the house. 
Every one. is wondering what Jesus will do. To the 
surprise of eyery one he says, ‘‘Son, be of good cheer ; 
thy: sins are forgiven.’’ This word of Jesus was a 
great surprise, for here as in many other cases men 
seemed more anxious to have their bodies healed than 
their sins forgiven. But he now healed the sick man, 
saying, “ But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath-authority on earth to forgive sins, arise, and take 
®p thy bed and go unto thy house.’’ Then the man 
arose, took up his bed, and departed. 

Almost at once, after this, Jesus left the house to 
go to the white beach where a great crowd could 
gather about and hear him. As he passed the place 
where sat. a tax gatherer, Levi by name, he looked at 
him. Now Levi, so it was told me afterward, had 
followed very closely the doings of Jesus, and was in 
love with him, Hence when Jesus said, ‘‘ Follow 
me,’ he at once followed him. It was as if some 
one had offered him a higher position at double sal- 
ary. To show his appreciation of the honor done 
him, he made for Jesus a great feast, to which he in- 
vited. all his old acquaintances and associates. But 
do-not imagine that all things were going smoothly at 
this time, for there were certain Pharisees who were 
come from Jerusalem, and who were determined to 
belittle Jesus. Yet even while they were impressing 
their views upon the people, the chief Jew in Caper- 
naum—the ruler of the synagogue, Jairus by name— 
came seeking-for Jesus. Jairus was in sore distress, for 
his daughter was at the point of death. He must have 
help:in -his sore trouble. Could not this man, who 
had opened the eyes of the blind and done so many 
wonderful things, raise up his daughter? Jairus believed 
he could. Out of a heart-breaking anxiety he cried, 
**Come and lay thine hand upon her, and she shall 
live:’’ As they went toward the ruler’s house, the 
way was made difficult on account of the crowding of 
the people. Here were Assyrians and Egyptians 
from the caravans resting outside the gates. There 
were also sailors and fishermen and Roman soldiers 
and. a motley multitude. They pressed and thronged 
about Jésus and his company. Try as they might, 
haste was made all too slowly. 


They are on the flat roof with. 


But when now .even seconds were | precious, 
Jesus stopped and said, ‘‘ Who touched my garments ?’’ 
Peter, the ever-ready man, with others, said, ‘‘ Master, 
the multitudes press thee and crush thee.'’ But Jesus 
knew that healing virtue had gone out of him. Thena 
timid, shrinking woman acknowledged that she had 
touched him for a trouble of many years’ standing, 
and that she had been healed. Wonderful was the 
compassion of Jesus when he said, ‘‘ Daughter, be of 
good cheer ; thy faith hath made thee whole."’ 

But the delay! How Jairus’ heart was breaking over 
it! Even now, as they moved on, one came and 
told Jairus that it was useless to trouble the Master 
further, as his daughter was dead. The ruler was 
sorely stricken, and bowed his head in great sorrow. 
But Jesus looked at him, and said, ‘‘ Fear not, only 
believe, and she shall be made whole.'’ They had 
now reached the house, and going in with the parents, 
and Peter, James, and John, Jesus said, ‘‘ The child 
is not dead; but sleepeth.’" This utterance was met 
with scornful laughter by the friends and mourners 
already in the house. Putting the scorners all out, 
Jesus took the maid by the hand, and she arose. 
Great was the joy of the father, The astonishment 
of the scornful friends was almost painful to witness. 

As Jesus departed, two blind men cried after him, 
and he opened their eyes. Following this: he cast 
the evil spirit out of a dumb man possessed with a 
devil. 

It was such wonderful things as these that profoundly 
stirred and impressed the whole city. One strange 
thing was that people thought they knew what Jesus 
would do under certain circumstances, and they 
found that they were utterly mistaken. Few went to 
bed that night, and the market-place, unusually lighted, 
was thronged with the multitude discussing the things 
that had taken place, and wondering what they could 
all mean. The Jerusalem Pharisees now came to the 
front again, and declared that he had cast out devils 
through the prince of the devils ; but Jesus himself 
answered this: ‘‘If Satan casteth out Satan, he is 
divided against himself ; how then shall his-kingdom 
stand?’’ But allthe opinions seem to point to one 
thing : that this is the Messiah. The crowd grows 
larger continually, and all the accommodations in the 
city being full, camps are made upon the outskirts. 

More and more I realize what a center Capernaum 
is, and how wisely Jesus has chosen it as his Galilean 
headquarters. ~ Jerusalem is somewhat to one side of 
the great routes of commerce and caravan travel. 


The Simplicity of the Messiah 

But now, as I go out one morning, I find that the 
great throngs of people have gone. What has hap- 
pened? Has the ever-fickle crowd deserted the 
Master? I inquire, and find that Jesus is itinerating 
through Galilee, and that the people have departed 
with him. Again I cannot help thinking what a wise 
thing to do, for through this province pass the great 
trunk lines of land travel of Egypt, Assyria, and Asia 
Minor. What the Master now says and does will be 
reported by the camel drivers, merchants, and trav- 
elers in the remote corners of the earth. Now that 
my city has settled down to ordinary business, after 
the strenuous days that it has seen, the mature judg- 
ment is that the Messiah is here in our midst. But 


what puzzles many is the simplicity of his speech amd.- 


actions. So many stories have been told of the 


majesty and power of the Christ that they do. net« 


seem to fit in with the unassuming manners of the 
one who has created so great a stir in our city. When 
he has spoken, and a cure has instantly been made, 
he has charged the person cured, very frequently, not 
to say anything about it. Then he is, with all his 
power, so compassionate and gentle. He is not at 
all like the great ones of the earth. There is acharm 
about him which draws all hearts to him. Yet withal 
he speaks with a marvelous authority, so: that his 
most strenuous opponents seem to shrink within 
themselves when he rebukes them. 

The reports now come in of what Jesus is doing 
out in the province which, from one end to the 
other, is ringing with his name and fame. The ex- 
citement about him grows every hour. _I must go 
and see for myself these marvelous things. 

Fort Wayne, I[np. 
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The Bible’s Restorations of Life’ 





By Len G. Broughton, D.D., Author of “The Plain Man and His Bible,’ etc. 


Eight different times does the Bible record the restoration of life to a dead body, apart from 


‘the resurrection of Jesus Christ,—which was wholly different from any mere restoration of 


human life, and the first resurrection the world had ever seen: “the firstfruits of ‘them that 
are asleep.” Dr. Broughton shows wherein the circumstances of seven of these rare miracles 
may account for its working. 


HE resurrection of the body has ever been a sub- 
ject of supreme concern to the Christian church, 
both because it is declared in Scripture and be- 

cause it enters into the foundation of our Christian 
theology. The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 de- 
clares, ‘‘For if the dead are not raised, neither 
hath Christ been raised ; and if Christ hath not been 
raised, your faith is vain ; ye are yet in your sins.”’ 
It seems well, therefore, that the Sunday-schools of 
the world are called to a study of this great claim of 
Scripture ; and, while the main lesson is the raising of 
Jairus’ daughter, yet the subject is so important as to 
warrant a review of the conspicuous instances of the 
_restoration of life throughout the whole Bible. The 
sinall number of such miracles recorded would indi- 
cate that each. one was to set forth some special lesson 
or to meet some definite need. 

First let us consider the story of Elijah and the 
widow's son, 1 Kings 17. It would seem in this case 
that Elijah had two definite purposes in view ; first, 
he desired to reward the good woman who had denied 
herself and her son that he, Elijah, might be fed. 
Think of what she did ; with only a handful of meal 
and ‘a small quantity of oil in the house, she took 
it and made bread for the prophet, leaving the rest 
with him and with God. What would God do under 
such circumstances? He did just what we would ex- 
pect a loving Father to do—-he empowered Elijah to 
say, ‘‘ The jar of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Jehovah send- 
eth rain upon the earth,”’, He promised only that and 
hothing more ; but we see that he did more than he 
promised. It is just like God to do more than he 

promises ;,in this respect he is always. sending sur- 
prises to his loving,, faithfyl people. 

Secondly, I think that Elijah felt the necessity of 
this restoration, because, in those superstitious days, 
it might be thought that, since the boy died so soon 
after the prophet had been in the home, he had in 
some way brought about his death. Of course, that 
was not true, and Elijah could not afford to have the 
slightest suspicion of such thought enter any one’s 
mind, hence the restoration to life, which removed 
that suspicion and also served as an additional reward 
to the faith of that mother. 

Elisha and the son of the Shunammite woman (2 
Kings.4). It will be recalled that this son was the 
product of Elisha’s prayers. The woman cf Shunem 
had been a very kind hostess to the prophet. She 
had kept open house for him, even going to the trou- 
ble of ntting up a special chamber for him in her 
house, and it was always kept and known as the 
prophet’s chamber, The child was given, through 
the prayers of Elisha, as a reward for such loving 
care. The child grew up and died. 

The most interesting feature of this miracle to me 
is the fact that Gehazi, with Elisha’s staff, could not 
bring him back to life. Elisha had to come and 
touch the dead form before life returned. What an 
important lesson to Christian workers! A proxy will 
never take the place of a personal touch. What is 
needed for the world, dead in trespasses and in sins, 
is not the official staff bearer simply ; it is the per- 
sonal touch of the redeemed soul to the soul of the 
dead. 

When we come into the New Testament, we find 
that the cases of restored. life are more numerous. 
First, there are those restored by Jesus himself. 

Jairus daughter (Matt. 9). This was in the early 
part of our Lord’s public ministry, and was to set 
forth at that early period two very essential character- 
istics : first, his sympathy ; second, his power. The 
teaching which he had just been giving was strong 
meat ; too strong, indeed, for even his recently chosen 
disciples to digest, consequently he sought to aid 
them by object lessons. Truly he was the Model 
Teacher. If all our teachers in the Sunday-school 
would learn this lesson. it would bring untold blessing. 
To be sure they cannot work miracles, but they can 
take the miracles of life so universally ohserved and 


adopt them in their teaching.. This was Jesus’ kinder- 
garten—his miracles. Note the great central truth 
emphasized in this miracle. He said unto ‘them, 
‘¢ The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth"'; and they 
laughed him to scorn. He knew that they did not 
understand the nature of death, and still less the res- 
urrection of the body, and this was his way of teach- 
ing them. : 

' The son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7). Here 
again our Lord seems to be moved by a double mo- 
tive : his sympathy for the poor weeping widow over 
the death of her boy, and also to answer the question 
that had come to him from John: the Baptist. John, 
you will remember, was in prison, and seems to have 
grown a bit skeptical, for John was but human, you 
will bear in mind, and in answer to the question that 
John had sent, ‘‘ Art thou he that cometh, or look 
we for another?'’ he said to those bearing the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ Go and tell John the things which ye hear and 
see.’ This miracle was one of the things they were 
to tell him about ; and the eighteenth verse says, 
‘*And the disciples of John showed him all these 
things.’’ ’ 

The resurrection of Lazarus (John 11). This was 
perhaps the greatest of our Lord's miracles. It may 
be divided into four parts : the preliminaries, the res- 
urrection, the prayer, and the result. By the prelim- 
inary part I mean the sickness of. Lazarus, and his 
death. The resurrection has a twofold suggestion : 
first, it is a prophecy of our bodily resurrection ; sec- 
ond, it is a parable setting forth the truth that the 
only hope of those *+ dead in trespasses and’ in, sins"’ 
is in the living Christ. The prayer seems to have a 
fourfold purpose: 1. Thanksgiving ;_ ‘‘ Father, I thank 
thee that thou heardest me.’’ 2. A setting forth of his 
unwavering confidence in his oneness with the Father, 
‘«T knew that thou hearest me always.’’ 3. To de- 
feat the claims of his enemies. They claimed that 
he did his work through the power of the Devil. His 
prayer showed that it was by the power of, God ; 
‘«That they may believe that thou didst send me.’’ 4. 
To corroborate the faith of those who believed in him, 
Moses, to show that. God had sent him, caused the 
earth to swallow up men, Elijah, to show that God 
had sent-him, caused fire to consume men. Christ, to 
show that God had sent him, gives life tothe dead. The 
final result of the miracle is stated in verses 45, 46. 
‘« Many of them believed on him, but some went their 
way tothe Pharisees,’’ This is just the way Jesus is 
affecting men to-day, Many believe and fallin line with 
him, while some go their way to talk with the Phari- 
sees. 

We want now to consider two accounts of restora- 
tion of life recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. 

The restoration of Tabitha by the apostle Peter 

Acts 9). It would seem that this was done to set 
orth the power of prayer. It meant everything at 
that time to establish a belief in this power, and there 
was no better way of doing it than by the working of 
such a miracle. All the methods for life-testing had 
been resorted to. She had been bathed in warm 
water and laid out, awaiting Peter's coming. Some- 
body suggests that perhaps Peter had been sent for 
to conduct the funeral service. Note the order of 
Peter's actions ; first, he knelt down and prayed ; 
then, while still on his knees, he turned to the body 
lying there cold in death, and said, ‘‘ Tabitha, arise.’’ 
What confidence in the power of God to answer 
prayer! And what a reward he had for his faith ! 

We next want to consider Paul’s restoration of 
Eutychus, Two things suggest themselves to me by 
this miracle : first, he rewarded the parents. for bring- 
ing the boy to the service; second, he established 
beyond the shadow of a doubt his power as an apostle. 
The sermon which he had just preached was his fare- 
well sermon ; to-morrow he is to leave Troas, and it 
is well to. leave no doubt as to his apostleship. 

These are the striking accounts of the resurrection 
or restoration of life recorded in the Old and New 
Testaments, It is noticed that I have not mentioned 
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the resurrection of Jesus. This I have purposely left 
for the last, because it is a resurrection that stands 
altogether by itself.. The resurrection of Jesus is the 
most important consideration in Christian theology, 
and the most important in all history. One hundred 
and four times it is mentioned in the New Testament. 
This Jesus who raised the dead raised also himself 
from the. dead. 

As witnesses to his resurrection we have : 

_ 1, The women (Matt. 28:5, 6), . eee 
2, on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-15). 
} les in the chamber (John 20: 19). : 

$ Disciples while Babing (Joh 

. es W Ss M2: 1%). a 

3 Disciples on the Mount of Olives (Acts 1 : 9). 

7- Paul and the five hundred (1 Cor, 15 : 5-8). 

These are the very men who figure so largely in 
giving us the Bible, and if we take their testimony 
for other things we must take it for this also. 

But we are interested to see the significance of the 
resurrection of Jesus : 


1. It isa fulfilment of prophecy (Acts 2: 29-31; John 
2: 19). 
2: ii is inseparably linked with the atonement (1 Cor. 


15:17, 18). . ; 

3 fais resurrection is also essential to place him as our 
advocate (Rom. 8: 34). 
4. it is comprehended by saving faith (Rom. 10: 9). 

5. It is a sign of that spiritual change through which 
every believer passes (Rom, 6: 4, 5). - 

6. It is a pledge of our exaltation (Eph. 2: 5, 6). 

7. It is a guarantee of our resurrection (2 Cor. 4: 14). 

ATLANTA, Ga, 





For Children at Home | 





Where Kitty Found Her Pencil 
By Elizabeth Roberts Burton 


ee AMMA, I have lost my new pencil,’’ sobbed 
Kitty, as she slowly climbed the steps .to the 
porch. ‘I can’t find it anywhere."’ 

‘* Your new pencil, dear? Where did you have it?’’ 

‘« It was fastened to my beads, when Joe and I were 
playing in the meadow, and I lost it in the’ grass.”’ 

‘* Too bad !’" mamma sympathized. ‘I'll send Jack 
out to look for it, though I’m afraid he won't find it.’’ 

The lost pencil was a dear little gold one that Uncle 
John had brought Kitty from California. Kitty was very 
proud of it, and always carried it about with her. As 
she now followed Jack to the meadow, her tears flowed 
faster and faster. 

‘*Not much chance of finding it in this high 
grass,’’ Jack told her. ‘It's too little.’’ 

Still, he hunted carefully, and did not stop: until 
every possible spot had been examined. 

‘We must give it up, Kitty,’’ he told her at last. 

Poor Kitty mourned her pencil a week. She looked 
through the meadow every day,’ but saw no sign of it? 

On Monday morning, while walking about the barn 
with her father, Sam, the hired man, came up. 

‘*I’ve been looking at that calf.in the meadow, 
Mr. Parks,’’ he said, ‘‘it seems to me he’s lame,’’ 

Papa put up his glasses to look. 

-** Yes, I believe he is,’’ he said. 
see about it.’’ 

Kitty slipped her hand in her father’s, and the 
three went to the meadow. 

‘* Something wrong with the front foot,’” papa said. 
‘*Come, Bossy, put up your foot !’’ and he patted 
the little fellow with one hand, while he lifted the 
foot with the other. 

‘« He’s stepped on something that has run into his 
foot. There's something between the toes, just where 
the hoof is cloven. Do you have a string, Sam ?’’ 

Sam luckily had a piece of twine in his pocket, 
and Mr. Parks worked this between the two toes 
while Sam held the foot. ‘‘ Why, what's this ?’’ 

The string was moving the troublesome object. 

‘* It's a nail, I'm afraid, and it is a wonder it hasn’t 
made more trouble."’ 

Just then a tiny spot of yellow showed, then an- 
other, and another. 

‘*Oh, papa, it is my pencil, it is, it is!'’ cried 
Kitty joyfully. ‘*Oh, you poor, dear Bossy, I'm so 
glad, so glad! But I’m sorry it hurt your poor foot.’’ 

«I don’t think it hurt him much, or he'd have 
béen more lame,’’ papa assured her. ‘It was very 
kind in him to find your pencil for you, though, 
wasn’t it?’’ he asked laughingly. 

**It was, indeed,’’ Kitty answered, and she gave 
Bossy a hug that paid him for all jhis trouble. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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“LESSON. FOR. APRIL 3 (Matt. 9: 18-34) 


Starting. a Home Department 


_ HOME. Department plan was definitely ‘laid be-.. 
fore our teachers and officers and adopted by 
a unanimous vote, and an active member.of 
the school was chosen as superintendent. — 

In conference with her, the pastor and superintend- 
ent: of the Sunday-school decided upon three well- 
knewn and:active women members of the school from 
different localities in town to act as Visitors, together 
with. the head of the department. Quarterlies, record 


books,. membership cards, etc., were obtained from - 


our denominational publishing house (Presbyterian), 
together with a most excellent little circular explain- 
ing plainly but briefly what the Home Department.is 
for, what it requires of its members, and what it gives 
to them. The pastor and the newly chosen depart- 
ment leader then put their heads together and made 
a list of all possible members of whom they could 
think, to which the visitors added still others. Divid- 
ing these into four districts, except where there was a 
preference otherwise on the part of the Visitors, they 
started out ; and so the thing was begun. 

What were the results of the first six months? 
In the first place, we now have one hundred 
and. sixteen members in our Home Department,— 
one hundred and sixteen persons who were with- 
out Sunday-school privileges altogether, and who 


; had no apparent prospect of it seven months ago. 


One hundred and sixteen persons are studying the 
lesson, reading in many cases a daily passage from 
the Bible, and counting themselves members of a 
Sunday-school once more, many of whom thought 
they would never again have such a chance. And 
this means much more to some people than might be 
supposed, A number of them, moreover, were able 
to go on out midsummer excursion to the seashore, 
counting it a great blessing to have the opportunity. 


,, Pf course there have been refusals, but. repeatedly 


these have been changed to consent, and a score or 
so of persons have been discovered as available mem- 
bers of whom we had not known before. 

Two most successful and enjoyable socials have 


been held for the Department in the first five months 


of its life. The officers have had besides two evening 
business meetings for discussing plans and hearing 
reports. Sunday-school library books have been at 
the disposal of members of the Department. 

Perhaps this is a little more than telling how our 
Department was started, but usually the first six 
months of such a thing is counted as its beginning, 
and I must tell you one of the most surprising features 
of the whole movement, so far, to its promoters in 
Hope Chapel. This is that it has already far and” 
away more than paid for itself financially. About $40 
has been taken in from the offerings, which is a high 
average for our people, and $11 has been made from 
a dime social,—$51 in all. Some people feared that 
giving excursion tickets to the members of such a de- 
partment would be especially costly. Although it was 
the feeling of the officers that here, as in all the work 
of the Department, some outlay on the part of the 
school would be perfectly justifiable, nevertheless here 
also it was the farthest from being necessary.. The 
members who were able to go took with them enough 
additional paying excursionists to meet the expense of 
all the tickets given away, and to bring in quite a lit- 
tle clear profit to our receipts beside. 

Still another unforeseen gain to the school has 
been the obtaining of twelve or fourteen new names 
for the Cradle Roll in this short time. . Wherever the 
Visitors find a baby in the home they get a new Cradle 
Roll member if possible, and so cement all the more 
closely the connection between that home and the 
school, Every such strengthening of the bond be- 
tween the people and the church life is of course a 
help to the pastor, and a benefit to the work of im- 
measurable importance, . The help to the pastor, in a 
variety of ways, from such a department would be hard 
to overstate. Repeatedly already it has brought to 
me news of visits desired, sickness of which I had 
not known, perhaps even danger of disaffection 
which could be avoided by a prompt and kindly visit, 
all of which I could not possibly have heard of 
otherwise. 

Among the most interesting and. most satisfying 
results of starting our Home Department, however, 
have been: the various individual instances reported 
to the pastor of renewed interest in-the Bible and. in 
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the church. One quite elderly man (for we have ob- 
tained fourteen men as well as a hundred, and two 
women members for our Home Department), who had 
not been able to get about much in recent years, and 
was feeling rather disgruntled with the church as well 
as with many other things, refused at first to have 
anything to do with the Department. But our good 
superintendent prevailed with kindly insistence, and 
now that member is warm in appreciation of our De- 
partment, and has even managed to attend a religious 
meeting at the church, for the first time in years. 
Such stories might be multiplied many times if it 
were proper to include them within the limits of the 
subject assigned, but I think I have told enough to 
encourage any hesitant pastor or superintendent who 
has not yet taken steps looking toward the forming of 
a department of this sort. Wedid at one time have 
some fears that a Home Department might react un- 


- favorably on the large adult Bible class for women in 


Hope Chapel, of which we were justly proud. This 


-+has not proved to be the case, however ;. for while we 


have changed a few names from the Bible class roll to 
that of the Home Department, our Visitors have dis- 
covered new members for the class, and they do not 
encourage a Home Department member to stay out 
of the active Sunday-school a day longer than condi- 
tions seem to justify.— Zhe Rev. L. R. Howard, 
Plainfield N. j. 
% 


The Country Pastor’s Home Department 


AM a country pastor. But’ I had the privilege 
of attending the Massachusetts. State Sunday- 
school convention, I had heard something about 

Home Department methods, and at the conven- 
tion I attended the Home Department conference. 
What I saw and heard there convinced me that our 
rural community afforded an excellent field for a Home 
Department for the Sunday-school. I came home 
resolved to begin the work at once. I did not try to 
secure any other Visitors beside myself. Our com- 
munity is scattered, the people are busy, and, as a 
pastor, I had not nearly as many calls as my brethren 
in the city. So I decided to develop the work my- 
self. Of course I spoke to the superintendent in regard 
to it, but he had so little hope of my success that he 
was perfectly willing I should go forward alone. 

Well, I knew my field, I had faith that the methods 
were just what we needed, and I went forward with 
enthusiasm and hard work. The immediate result 
was that I secured eighty names for Home Depart- 
ment members in five days. 

Here are a few of the results which have impressed 
me in regard to the work during the first year. The 
one that is uppermost in my mind is that it gives a 
new purpose to my pastoral calls, I devote the last 
week in each quarter to making calls on my Home 
Department members. Now, every pastor knows that 
the bane of pastoral calling is its formality. People 
say, ‘*Oh, yes, the minister calls on us, but then it's 
all in the day’s work ; he hasn't any special interest 
in us, and there is nothing to talk about when he does 
come.’’ Now the Home Department quarterly and 
topics of the Home Department work have changed 
all that. The door of welcome and opportunity is 
open tome, There is something in common for us 
to talk about at every house I enter. And it is vastly 
easier to turn the conversation to religious things 
than it is when I make my formal call. Religion 
seems to have a homelike interest in these places. 

Another thing is that this work has brought in a 
number of members to church and Sunday-school who 
never would have been reached, as far as I can see, 
without this Home Department work. It not only 
opens the door of welcome to the homes; it makes a 
straight, easy road from the homes to the church. 

Another result is that the Home Department not 
only supports itself, but actually helps in the support 
of church and Sunday-school. This is one thing 
which the superintendent was fearful about in the be- 
ginning. ‘‘The Sunday-school cannot bear any in- 
crease of expense.’’ But the result has been that the 
expense has been morethan met. Among those whom 
I secured as members there were two ladies who were 
at first very reluctant to join, but they finally did join, 
and, as time went on, they became very much inter- 
ested -in the lessons. When We were very actively 
engaged in endéavoting to raise money for. Some 
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necessary repairs on our church, they. gave one hun- 
dred dollars toward the amount which we needed. 

On the whole, I recommeid to my brethren who 
have country pastorates | the Home Department as a 
most efficient helper in their work.—A. D. 


x 
Not Finding a Way, They. Made One 


HE Philatheas had become intensely interested in 
the Home Department idea. They thought it 
would be an excellent ‘plan to have such a 

‘group "’ organized in their Sunday-s school. 

They spoke to the pastor about it, also to the superin- 
tendent, but these gentlemen evinced but little interest 
in the subject. They thought the movement a good 
one, but didn’t ** think it would work in this place."’ 

** Of course it won't work, if it isn’t worked,"’ ex- 
claimed Marie Hancher. ‘We girls can get all the 


‘members from our own families, anyway.'’ 


That was a new thought, but was grasped with 
eagerness, ‘‘I am sure mamma will join ; she said, 
just yesterday, that as soon as baby Alie was old 


enough she would start to Sunday-school again ; but. 


that will be some time yet. Then, there is auntie, 
who is such acripple she cannot ever get to the church 
even, yet she loves her Bible.’ 

‘And I have a dear grandma, and a'’—her voice 
broke—-‘' father. He used to care for such things be- 
fore he lost his money and’’—(the girls mentally 
added, ‘‘ took to drink’’). ‘‘It would do him so much 
good if he would study the lesson,’ said Elsie Blake. 

‘*And my dear shut-in sister! what a comfort it 
would be to her to know that she could still be en- 
rolled a niember of the Sunday-school.’’ This from 
the bashful member of the class. 

_‘* We will send to our own denominational publish- 
ing house for supplies. A dozen will be enough to 
begin with—superintendent's record book, canvass 
blanks, application cards, report and collection en- 
velopes, descriptive leaflets, and cuarterlies."’ 

In each family these enthusiastic girls found one or 
more members who promised to join this new home 
class. The president of the Philatheas was made 
superintendent of the department, ¢x officio, until 
they should -be able to ‘‘get on their feet.'’ Each 
young Philathea constituted a_ Visitor. 

The Department was a great success from its very 
beginning. At first each member studied the lesson 
alone, whenever it was the most convenient ; soon, 
however, it became the most natural thing in the 
world for Elsie’s grandmother to take her quarterly 
over to Grandma Dawson’s room, where they would 
read and talk of the thoughts together. Then, soon, 
the crippled auntie found that she could get to the 


dear shut-in sister's room, if she used her crutch 


and walked slowly ; hence, once a week she would be 
found: there, and her low, soothifig voice, reading the 
-words of Holy Writ, caused the invalid to forget her 
paih, as she studied of the deep things of life. 

‘* Uncle Joe,’’—everybody’s uncle,—who did not 
attend Sunday-school because of his deafness, but who 
could hear and understand his friends, got in the habit 
of bringing his books over to discuss ‘‘this yere Sun- 
day-school lesson:’’ with General Blake. And thus 
the work progressed. Neighbors asked if they might 
join the band, and were given permission to do so. 

No note was taken of this new department by the 
officers of the Sunday-school until Rally Day ; itwould 
not have been then, had not Miss Blake asked the 
superintendent if their class president might not make 
a brief statement of the work the Philatheas were doing. 

To say that he, and everybody else, was surprised 
to hear the report is putting it mildly. Thirty names 
were read off as members, and the collection for the 
quarter amounted to more than that given by the 
main school, which amount was then handed to ™ 
Sunday-school treasurer, by Miss White. 

Ere she had taken her seat, General Blake arose, 
and, with tears in his eyes, thanked the Lord for what 
this Home Department had done for him. 

The Sunday-school superintendent craved pardon 
of the girls for not having taken more interest in thei: 
work, and thanked them heartily for their wise, conse- 
crated efforts. Then and there that school adopted 
the Cradle Roll and Home Department as regular 
features of their work.—EZi/a Bartlett Simmons, 
Plateau City, Colo. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charlies Gallaudet Trumbull 
Parallel passages; Mark 5 : 21-43; Luke 8 : 41-56. 
Getting Started in Class 


FEW weeks ago a pryspener dispatch from 
Washington noted that there had n intro- 
duced in Congress a bill reading: ‘‘ That all 
mail matter sent by Theodore Roosevelt, late Pres- 
ident of the Uni States, under his written auto- 
ene signature, be conveyed free of postage during 
is natural life”; and that the same privilege, of a 
personal postal frank, is Lae fs by rs. Cleveland 
and Mrs. Harrison, widows of ex-Presidents. It is 
an exceptional honor and a lar; i 
— you should be notified that Congress had 
such a bill for you, with your name appearing 
in it, and that all you needed to do hereafter, when 
mailing a letter, was to write your name in the cor- 
ner of the envelope, instead of patieg a stamp there, 
and it would be carried free of charge! Would you 
believe that the United States government would do 
this, if it said it would? ‘‘Of course,” you say? 
Well, when would your franking privilege, and your 
. belief in it, and in the government’s promise, —— to 
do you any good? Suppose you never wrote a letter 
again, but kept right on believing in your franking 
privilege, how much good would you get from it? 
Yes, you would have to mail some letters to get 
any good from it. The actual benefit of the Dao a 
would begin with the first letter you mailed: not a 
minute sooner; and it would continue with every 
additional letter you mailed: not a minute longer. 
You'd have to do something about it,—wse it, to make 
it worth anything. Anybody knows that, you say. 
Ves ; but not everybody seems to know something 
just as simple and evident about another privile 
that is worth more than having the United States 
Post Office at one’s back. Shall we see what it is? 


The Teiching of the Lesson 


Let the teacher be sure to have read carefully 
Mark's and Luke's accounts of this lesson, for these 
give much vivid detail that Matthew omits. 

It is not hard to gather a crowd in America ; it is 
still easier to do so in the East. Something had hap- 
pened that meant a jostling, pushing, eager crowd 
around Jesus, as he set out to visit a synagogue 
ruler’shouse. Whatwasit? Let the facts as to such 
a ruler be brought out, as given in Riddle on verse 18, 
and Stalker's 2d paragraph, and especially the end 
of Ridgway’s 1st paragraph. The man belonged to 
the class of people mentioned in verse 34, who were 
fast becoming bitterly hostile to Jesus. 

The Oriental crowd wanted to see what would hap- 

en (Mark 5 : 24), and they thronged around and after 
| Poi Probably there were plenty of sick or infirm 
peogie in that crowd, and probably some of these 
jostled against Jesus. And he had power to heal every 
one, But there was just one, and only one, in that 
needy crowd who was healed, How did it happen ? 

Have the story of the woman, and Jesus’ miracle, 
now fully told and discussed, on the basis of Mark's 
and Luke’s graphic accounts. Note Mackie’scom- 
ment (1st paragraph) on the significance of a holy 
man’s garments in the East. Use Pierson’s (1st 

ragraph) striking contrast between native non- 
Phristian doctors and the Christian physician. Why 
was the woman healed? She was healed simply be- 
cause she, alone of all that crowd, Zook the power 
that was in Jesus. She did not merely believe that 
he could heal her: she @#@ something about it; she 
reached out and took the healing. Jesus was, and 
Jesus is, a fountain of life and steed (see Stalker, 1) 
that is ready to pour its abundance into our lives ; 
but we must let him do it: we must reach out and 
take what he offers. Our doing so is faith. 

The ruler was trying to take what Jesus had to 
offer, when he came to him for help. e must have 
been sorely tried at the interruption of this woman; 
but notice Stalker's revealing comment (3d para- 
graph) mil yes by his delay first tried, and then 
strengthened, the ruler’s faith, as well as the woman’s. 
The ruler must continue to lay hold on Christ’s power 
if 1t was to do him any good; so Christ said to him 
what we find in Mark 5 : 36, and Luke 8: 50. In de- 
scribing the scene at the ruler’s house, the following 
will be found helpful: Riddle, on verses 22,24; Stalker, 
2; Mackie, 2; and ‘‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes.” 

And so it was with the two blind men: Jesus made 
a sharp insistence upon their taking what he could 
give (Lovett, 7). ‘‘ According to your faith be it done 
unto you.” You can have just what you take,—not 
what you merely want, but what you fate. Even 
the dumb man, of whose personal faith we are not 
told, was healed because there were some. whose faith 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 3. THE POWER OF FAITH 


Matthew 9 : 18-34. Commit verses 28, 29 


Golden Text: Ali things are possible to him that believeth.—Mark 9: 23 


18 b ne he bas y these thi unto page Bere we hesgn 
came 'a r, worshipped saying, My daughter 
even now dead : but come and lay thy hand u 
she shall live. 19 And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so 
did his disci 20 And behold, a woman, who had an issue 
of blood tw years, came behind him, and touched the bor- 
der of his garment: at for she said within herself, If I do but 
mee a ar a ap Da Bg ig ag on h 
turning aughter, zood cheer ; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was ® made 
whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the 
ruler’s house, and saw the flute-players, and the crowd maki 
a tumult, 24 he said, Give place : the damsel is not dead, 
but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. | But when 
the crowd was put forth, he entered in, and t her by the 
hand ; and the sel arose. 26 And 5the fame hereof went 
wea po tage by ed gi 

27 as Jesus passed by from thence, two blind men fol- 
lowed him, crying out, and saying, Have mercy on us, thou 
son of David. And when he was come into the house, the 
blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe 
ye that I am able to do this? ey say unto him, Yea, Lord. 
29 ‘Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith 
be it done unto you. And their eyes were opened. And 
Jesus © strictly em, saying, that no man know 
it. gt But they went forth, and spread abroad his fame in all 


that land. 
32 And as they went forth, behold, there was brought to him 
a dumb man possessed with a demon. 33 And when the 
demor was cast out, the dumb man spake : and the multitudes 
marvelled, saying. It was never so seen in Israel. But the 
TRAsete ams , ’ By the prince of the demons casteth he out 
emons. 


1 Gr. one ruler, Compare Mk. 5. 22.. 2 See nal note on ch. 
® - 2 Or, saved * Or, saved thee 5 Gr. this fame. * Or, sternly 
r, In 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 18.—What position did ‘‘a ruler’? have? Was 
he worshiping Jesus as divine ? (Riddle ; Stalker, 2.) 

Verse’ 19.—Who were Jesus’ disciples at this time? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 22.—Why did Matthew omit the incident recorded 
in Luke 8 : 45-47? Why did Jesus so: emphasize the 
woman’s faith? (Riddle ; Stalker, 3.) ‘ 
. Verse 23.—Why, were ‘the Sarglege and the crowd 
making.a tumult ’’ permitted in the home where death had 
entered ? (Riddle ; Stalker, 2; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 25.-—Is there any indication that the working of 
such a miracle as this was done without effort by Jesus, or 
was it a costly thing to him? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 27.—-Why did these blind men call Jesus ‘‘ son of 
David’’?? Was Jesus thus commonly known? (Riddle.) 

Verse 28.—-What house is referred to? (Riddle.) 

Verse 29.—Was their faith made a condition of their 
healing ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 30,—Why did Jesus wish no man to know of the 
miracle? (Riddle ; Stalker, 4.) 

Verse 32.— What was possession by a demon? Was the 
dumbness caused by that posséssion ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 33.—Does this imply that demon-possession was 
incurabie, apart from superhuman power? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 34.—What was there in the action of Jesus 
whick made the Pharisees bring this accusation ? (Riddle.) 








in Christ was of such a practical sort that it brought 
the man to him and took of Christ's power. 

Jesus Christ’s power and love—the omnipotence 
that can do anything in heaven or earth, and the 
love that to the uttermost—will not amount to 
much for us unless we reach out and take these into 
our life, for ourselves. The taking is faith. Mere 
belief is not faith. Faith is belief that acts, And 
if Christ’s power has no limitations, there is noth- 
ing we n that we cannot have from him. This 
ought to do away with any doubt, anxiety, worry, 
poverty, uncertainty, fear, for:the rest of our life, 
oughtn’t it? Have you faith in him? 


Light-Gleams from the Other Lesson-Writers 

An admirable beginning for this lesson (Lovett, 1). 

Making a class think, at the outset (Foster, 1). 

Faith’s part in Jesus’ miracles, and faith defined and illus- 
trated (Riddle, on v. 29; Lovett, 3, 4). 

Faith does not heal ; Christ does. But faith brings us 
Christ’s power (Pierson, 2). 

The difference between thronging Christ and touching 
Christ, atin | (Stalker, 3). 

Has your faith ever made any costly sacrifice ? (Pierson, 
last paragraph). 

Faith is the secret ‘of all success, business as well as 
spiritual (Ridgway, last paragraph). 

The only kind of faith that counts (Foster, 4). 

Why Jesus did not want his Messiahship declared by the 
blind men (Riddle, on v. 27; Stalker, 4). ' 

On d Pp ion (Riddle, on v. 32). 

Do wé need cleansing from the demon of dumbness? 
(Stalker, last ph.) 

The test of the dumb man’s curé’: can we meet it? (Fos- 
ter, last paragraph.) eipcyees i 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
__» By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


RSE 18 fixes the time of the lesson, as immedi- 
ately after the feast at the house of Matthew, 
probably in the autumnof A.D, 28; Capernaum. 


Light on Puzzling j 
Verse 18,.—A ruler: Luke, ‘‘a ruler of the syna- 
"; Mark, ‘‘one of the rulers of the synagogue.” 
hese ‘‘rulers” had charge of the synagogue ser- 
vices, and their position gave them 1 prominence. 
The name of this man was Jairus.— we abl 
him: Mark, ‘‘falleth at his feet”; Luke, ‘fell down 
at Jesus’ feet.” This is probably the sense of ‘* wor- 
shipped” here ; not worship of Jesus as Divine. 

Verse 19.—His disciples: 
who had been chosen some time before this. 

Verse 20.—The border of his garment : The tassel 
or fringe of the outer garment worn by Jews. It 
could easily be touched by the woman, without her 
stooping down. Her secret touch was due, partly to 
the timidity resulting from:her disease, and partly to 
the fact that she was ceremonially unclean. 

Verse 22.—But Jesus turning and seeing her: 
Both Mark and Luke give fuller details, which show 
how the woman was brought to open confession of 
the immediate cure. Why Matthew omits these de- 
tails cannot be determined, ane some regard this 
brevity as due to the relation of this Gospel to an 
earlier document.— 7hy faith hath made thee whole : 
Or, ‘saved thee.” Her faith was. remarkable, and 
all the accounts show that it was recognized as such 
by our Lord himself. 

Verse 22.—Saw the flute-players: In the East, 
then and now, loud lamentations follow immediately 
afterdeath. Mourners and musicians were often hired. 
As the damsel had not died until after the coming of 
Jairus (Mark, Luke), this ‘“tumult” had just begun. 

‘Verse 24.—The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth : 
Spoken in view of what he expected to do. Compare 


“John tr : rr. 


Verse 25,—And the damsel arose: Both,Mark and 
Luke, in telling of the, cure of the woman With an 
issue of blood, refer to a consciousness on the part of 
Jesus that ‘‘ power” had gone forth from him. But 
in no other case is there mention made of any effect 
upon our Lord himself from the working of a miracle. 

ere is no hint that it was a ‘‘costly thing” to him, 
though some mental effects may be surmised. 

Verse 27.—Have meray on us, thou son of David: 
**Son of David” was a Messianic designation ; com- 
pare chapter 12: 23; 21:9, 15. But it was not often 
applied to Jesus. Blind Bartimzeus and the Canaan- 
itish woman used it. ‘Our Lord seems to have avoid- 
ed any public declaration of his Messiahship, as this 
might lead to a political demonstration. 

erse 28.—/nio the house: Probably the usual resi- 
dence of Jesus at Capernaum, either the home of his 
mother, or possibly of Peter, é 

Verse 29.—According to your faith be it done 
unto you: ‘The faith of those healed is more and mure 
ent in the peoagrete of the Gospel narratives. 

aith might be termed ‘‘ a condition of their healing,” 
but is better called the hand that takes what God 
ae through Christ, the spiritual organ of appropri- 
ation. . 

Verse 30.—Strictly charged them, See that no 
man know it: The charge was an emphatic one, and 
similar prohibitions are narrated. In this case the 
recognition of Jesus as the Messiah may have been 
one reason for the charge. Probably the tempera- 
ment of those healed had much ta do with it, for the 
shrinking woman (vs. 20-22) was led to open confes- 
sion of her cure. These men were disobedient, and 
to no good purpose. 

Verse 32.—A dumb man possessed with a demon: 
The Gospels represent **demons” as taking possession 
of human beings, controlling their actions. In this 
case the dumbness was the result of the possession. 
It is probable that demon possession affected any 
exam predisposition of the demoniac. 

erse 33.—// was never so seen in Israel: This 
implies that such a cure was impossible except 
through superhuman power. 

Verse 34.—By the Prince of the demons : Compare 
chapter 12: 24, which must laced before this oc- 
currence. Whether the Pharisees believed what 
they said is doubtful,-but it accorded with their 
growing hostility to our Lord. 

WEsTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


% 


Riddie’s ‘Harmony of the Gospels” gives a clear 
idea of the évents of the Life of Christ. Paper, 
ro cents ; cloth covers, 25 cents, from The Sunday 


School Times: Company. 


he twelve apostles, 
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~The Lord of Life 
By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 


THER four -of our Lord's ministry of 
wisests. acle, bringing to a close, for the present, the 
examples accumulated by this 

of grouping the acts of the Messiah! In 

_ order to bring the fourunder a single point of view, we 

should require to think of them as illustrations of such 

a text as, ‘‘I am the life,” or ‘‘1 am come that they 

might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly.” From the inexhaustible fountain of 
his virtue we see streaming to one life, to another 
sight, to a third hearing, and soon. 

CHRIST AND THE Home,—The man who required the 
assistance of the Lord in this case was ‘‘a ruler ”— 
that is to say, a ruler of the synagogue. Not many 


of this class were to be found amongst those who ac- 


. knowledged indebtedness to the Saviour. But this 

man was driven to Christ by an imperative yopapent 
the illness of his little daughter, who’ was the apple 
of his eye and the light of hishome. By his affection 
he was released from the prejudices of his class, and 
by the sharp agony of bereavement obliged to go 
where his steps were not otherwise likely to be bent. 
Thus does domestic life often furnish errands to the 
Saviour; the danger of one beloved forces the reluc- 
tant to their knees; and surely domestic sorrow that 
leads to God is better than the greatest immunity 
from misfortune without him. The delicate apprecia- 
tion for the domestic sanctities felt by Jesus was 
manifested by his driving all forth except those most 
entitled to be there, before he advanced into the 
sanctuary of maiden purity; and one cannot but be- 
lieve that he disliked the conventional grief of the 
hired mourners, whose wailing was so ready to turn 
into loud laughter, unseemly in the abode of death. 


This is the only case of raising the dead detailed by . 


this Evangelist ; and there have been those who have 
denied that this was a case of raising the dead at 
all, accepting the words, ‘‘ The maid is not dead, 
but sleepeth,” literally. But thistakes all the poetry 
out of these words and out of the scene. The inten- 
tion of the Evangelist can hardly be mistaken. Be- 
sides, the other scenes of the same kind in the record 
have to be borne in mind, The mood of minimizing 
everything done by him and, wherever possible, tak- 
ing it in a non-miraculous sense is certainly not ac- 
cording to the pit of any of the Evangelists. 
~ A Mrracre WITHIN A Mitacis. —Mighty, however, 
as-was the miracle performed on thé ruler’s daughter, 
it is excelled in interest by another, which took Place 
on the way to theruler’shouse. Thedelay may have 


tried the patience of the ruler, but the remarkable 


issue must have strengthened his faith. ‘These two 
_ miracles stand related to each other as picture and 
frame; and the one which is thus the picture is cer- 
tainly one of the gems of the evangelical record. 
It isan example of how Jesus trimmed the lamp of 
faith. At first the faith of the woman was not only 
small but so mixed with superstjtion that Jesus 
might have been expected to rebuke instead of prais- 
ing it. The hemof his garment was a mark worn’ by 
every Jew ir token of his connection with the holy 
people; and the woman may have thought that there 
was something sacred in this part of, his clothing. 
She intended to steal the blessing, supposing that 
she might be cured by contact with his raiment with- 
out his being aware of it. But virtue does not so 
easily go out of the Saviour. He was consciolis that 
that faint and trembling touch was different from the 
rude contact of the many who were thronging 


him; and the scene is an everlasting reminder of the 


difference between —— and touching. When 
the multitude throng to the church or the communion- 
table, only those derive real benefit who are in the 
Spirit and are in quest not of the ordinance but the 
Saviour. A single word of real prayer can touch 
him through all the distance between earth and 
heaven. ‘he woman would have escaped among the 
crowd; but, if Jesus had allowed her to do so, she 
would have missed the best of the blessing. By 
being’ called back, she was introduced to her Bene- 
factor face to face and made one of his confessors. 
UNAUTHORIZED CONFESSION.—The variety in the 
operations of Jesus is shown by the contrast between 
his thus summoning forth a reluctant confessor in 
one case and his repression of too exuberant confes- 
sion in the next miracle. Indeed, the whole behavior 
of Jesus in the latter case suggests that he divined 
something falsetto in the twoblind men. They were 
too loud in appealing to him ; and so he did not re- 
— till they had followed him into the house. 
hen he questioned them sharply whether the 
really believed in him; and, when t ey were cured, 
he charged them roughly, as the word implies, not to 
make him known. Stitt they at once went out and 
did it. Much as the Saviour prizes confession, he 
severely suppresses it incertain cases, because it is 
dangerous to certain natures. These men seem to 
have been thinking more of their own importance than 
of his honor and glory; and this is the test: confes- 
sion must be distasteful to him when those who make 
it are magnifying themselves instead of him. Ms 
Tue Praising Murtirupe.—The concluding mem- 


ber of this series of miracles evoked a remarkable . 


outburst of praise to God on ‘the part of these who 





van st’s . 


‘what he had heard about the source of his skill. 
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witnessed it, though there is nothing remarkable | 
in the written account. Both it and the preceding 
miracle are ed by the First Evangelist alone; 


and their preservation may be due to the fact that 
they ha d so soon after his call and came under 
this personal tvation. There is in us all some- 
times a dumb devil of sullenness, which requires to 
be exorcised; and there is also a silence from witness- 
bearing which requires to be counteracted by a 
deeper sense of redeeming love. ‘ 

. ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missi to the Jews, and Minister to the lo- 
hanson Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


| F I do but touch his garment (v. 21). Not only 
the clothing, but anything frequently touched by 
a holy man, is considered to be charged with his 
saintly power. Hence at the coronation of a Sultan 


of Turkey a necessary of the ceremony is that 
-the Successor of the het should kneel on the 
sacred rug treasured at Constantinople upor which 


Muhammad used to pray. Evena drawing of one 
of the gh on tie shoes may serve as an amulet. 
Touching the hem or lowest edge of Christ’s robe was 
an act of deepest humility, and as the woman proba- 
bly knelt down and put it to her lips, it was the part 
of his dress that could be lifted most easily, and with 
least danger of her action being discovered. 

The fiute-players, and the crowd (v. 23). The 
hired singers and weepers were only doing what was 
customary. When walking down an Oriental street 
one sometimes passes a house that seems in no way 
different from the others, but a few steps beyond the 
doorway one’s ear is’ suddenly assailed by an out- 
burst of frantic screaming. It is the intimation to 
the neighbors that the time of watching by the sick- 
bed is over and life has ceased. The friends who 
hear the well-known sound immediately leave what- 
ever they may be occupied with, and go to do as they 
hope’ one day to be done by. They hasten to the 
house of mourning to speak their word of sympathy 
and submission, and to swell the sound of lamenta- 
tion. It is a formality that can be carried out with 
very little real feeling, and in this case the tears of 
bereavement were easily diverted into laughter. 

- By the prince of demons casteth he out demons 
(v. 34). he late Dr, Post, by his skill as a sur- 
geon during his many years of work in Syria, was 
sometimes spoken of as aided in this way. On one 
otcasion, when he was treating the broken arm of an 
English tourist; his patient jokingly remarked on 
The 
doctor answered quietly, ‘‘ They said the same thing 
about my Master,” “ 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HAT a relief it must have been to the sick and 
blind and demon-possessed men and women 
in Galilee to turn from the quack doctors ‘of 

their time to experience the ,healing touch of the 
Great Physician! It is the same to-day in mission 
lands. In the Congo territory, when an insane per- 
son is brought to the native doctors he is bound with 
cords and beaten with sticks to drive out the evil 
spirit. A fowl is killed as a sacrifice, and the patient 
is set free. If he has not been cured he must be 
killed. In Korea, the only science of surgery among 
the natives is bleeding the patient or plunging a 
needle into the body to let out the evil spirit. Pre 
unclean instruments cause inflammation, abscesses, 
and stiff joints. What a relief it is to the afflicted 
when ry can come to the clean mission hospital 
and the Christian physician to be tenderly cared for 
and healed by his skilful touch! 

What has faith to do with the healing of body or 
the saving of the soul? Can faith save a man? No; 
in the miracles of Christ, nineteen hundred years 
ago and to-day, faith brings the sufferers into touch 
with the Saviour and 4e heals them. Why did he 
not always use the same method—a word, a touch, a 
look? Was it not because he wanted men to know 
that the method was not essential, that a peeuliar 
faith was not required—only faith enough to bring 
them to him and submit to his healing pewer? To- 
day, in the soul-healing work of the missionaries, 
there is no uliar method or formula; no special 
brand of faith or form of words. Men need only to 
come to Christ, call on him for healing, and follow 
his pasha 2x r 

The ruler’s faith was.shown in his journey to find 
the Master, and living faith is seen to-day where 
men will make some sacrifice or some effort to seek 
healing and strength. In Korea many walk fifty 
miles to join.a Bible class that they may come under 
the care of the Great Physician. In Persia a man’s 


_ faith and, desire for life was shown by his journeying 
twenty-two days to receive instruction and baptism. 
Such faith is as potent to-day as it ever was. 

Brooxtyn, N. Y. cea, 
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‘The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mother.— My daughter is even now dead (v. 18). 
Mark tenderly says, ‘' My little daughter” (Mark 5 : 
23). Sometimes I think that maybe: one reason Gud 
lets our dear ones get sick is to make us tender. 
When we have a mould of tenderness made, why not 
pour it with the hot metal of love and make a cast- 
ing of it to last forever? The other day, on my way 
to the city, they told me mother was quite sick. 
When I got to town all the old women selling papers, 
shoestri lead pencils, or begging, got a coin and 
a cheery, ‘‘ Well, Auntie, how are you to-day?” I 
even went across the street to doit. I came home 
that night just loaded with ‘‘ God-bless-you-sirs.” 
When we love Jesus Christ as we love our mothers 
we will see him in every poor old bum. And we 
will surprise the old wreck of a man by the tender 
word and the gentle deed (Matt. 25: 40). Probably 
the only reason this ruler came to Jesus was the 
‘*little daughter” reason. His sort just then had no 
use for Sse PB bea on at the ve 4 ag his 
string—yes, 4 eart-string. And he was 
nat ths last enemy of Jesus who has found him at 
the end of his string. 


When, I Get Rich.— Daughter, be of £ od comfort 
(v. 20). Jesus stops to heal an incurable. Never in 
a hurry (John 11: * ‘*Good comfort”’ is the word 
the world wants. eaven’s is the only voice that 
speaks it. Christianity smiles, ‘‘Daughter, be of 
good comfort,” and opens comfortable and cheerful 
retreats for old ladies and little girls. Mammon shouts, 
‘* Daughter, be wise,” and builds libraries. ‘‘ Daugh- 
ter, be strong,” and donates gymnasia. ‘' Daughter, 
be trained,” and endows colleges. And all praise to 
Mammon for this, but never forget it is who 
stops and turns, and povingy and gently says, ‘' Be 
of comfort.” When I capitalize my wishes into 
millions I am going to send my bonds into the towns 
and villages of the land where thousands of noble 
women are struggling on a bare pittance, I will 
have every bond go into some little room on the back 
street, and sing, ‘‘ Daughter, be of good comfort.” It 
won't be quite as splendid and glorious as a great 
** Ridgway dormitory,” but I will be glorified in the 
halo of prayers, and I will find my millions in heaven 
waiting for me when I arrive (Luke 19: 2). 


The 
(v. 24). T 
about gettin 


World.— They laughed him to scorn 
ey are still laughing. When we talked 
hold of: old) Dave Nogood, and bring- 
ing him to Christ and making a man of him, they 
laughed. ‘Might as well try to make the Brandy- 
wine turn round and run toward Berks county.” 
Well; there Dave sits teaching aclass; Deacon Dave 
now. The world’s mouth is wide with the. corners 
turned up. Its weeping time comes later (Matt. 24: 
21, 22; Rev. 6: 15-17). Christ comes to the world 
with his hands full of prosperity, and the world smiles 
and rejects. He comes with health and many days, 
and the world grins and declines. He offers life, end- 
less life, and the laugh is loud and long. Behind this 
awful face of laugh is poverty and disease, heartache 
and death, Read your a ae rs; the printing of 
this misery is almost their sole business. ‘The world 
laughed at the Quakers, the Methodists, the Salvation 
Army, and she laughs now at you. 


** Shake! °°— 700k her by the hand (v. 25). Ahand 
and a word and a life then—and a hand and a word 
and alife now. When life touches death, death lives. 
The little rootlets touch the dead soil and the dead 
earth lives. The Christ-life touches your dead soul 
and the soul lives (Eph. 2: 1). Wherever the soul of 
the damsel was, the Master’s voice was heard. Why 
take by the hand? Why not just the word? Why 
just a stiff bow and a cold how-de-do when the 
‘‘caller” comes? Into the parlor and death! But 
when the friend comes, the warm hand and a ‘* come 
in, old fellow.” Into the living-room where you are 


alive. Oh, these wonderful hands of ours. So like 

unto God’s sometimes. Your hand is you. When 

yer takes your hand, you are his, and alive, and 
is forever (John ro : 28), 


The Secret of Things.— According to your faith 
(v. 29). There are going to be ‘‘ leading men” in 
Coatesville in 1935. They are now wide-awake young 
Sunday-school chaps busy sweeping out, running 
errands, driving wagons, selling papers, shoveling 
coal, cleaning castings, milking cows, ete’ Are you 
oneofthem? Or are you blind? Well, ‘‘ according 
to your faith.” There looks down from my wall at 
me, as I write, America’s greatest steel man. He 
used to be a blacksmith’s boy here in Coatesville 
along about 1835. He said to me once, ‘‘ 1 had faith 
in the ultimate success of steel rails.” That is the 
secret of him. He also had faith in God, and has 
built a beautiful Methodist church in memory of his 
mother. Faith does all things — puts railroads into 
wildernesses and starts new enterprises. According 


to your faith business hums. Faith fails, and so does 
business, Wecallit ‘‘a panic.” Heaven and earth go 
hand in hand, and many men are fools (Prov. 28 : 25). 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


A“s readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. - One dollar is 
offered for every aneedotal lesson illus- 

tration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. 

The im teonditions governing the accept- 

ance of material, and the year’s n calen- 

dar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 

God’s Faith Our Strength.—4// things 
are possible to him that believeth (Golden 
Text), The Rev. F. B. Meyer says, in The 
Soul’s Ascent, ‘I remember so well Hud- 
son Taylor coming to my church the first 
time I ever met him, e stepped on the 
platform and ned the Bible to give-an. 
address, and said, ‘Friends, I will give you | 
the motto of my life,’ and he.turned-to Mark 
11:22: ‘Have faith in God.’ ‘The margin 
says, ‘Have the faith of God,’ but Hudson 
Taylor said it meant, ‘ Keckon on God’s , 
faith to you.’ He continued; * All my life | 
has been so fickle. Sometimes I could trust, | 
sometimes I could not, but when'I could not | 
trust: then I reckoned that God would be | 
faithful.’ ’— W. &. Clark, Crosland Moor, | 
Huddersfield, Eng. tae 

God More Than Faithi— // / do but touch | 
his garment, I shall be made whole (v. 21). 
‘There was once a good woman who was well- | 
known among her circle for her simple faith | 
and her great calmness in the midst of many 
trials, Another woman, living at a distance, | 
hearing of her said, ‘* 1 must go and see that 
woman, and learn the secret of her calm 
happy life.’’ She went, and accosting the: 
woman, said, ‘* Are you the woman with the 
great faith?’’ ** No,’’ was the answer, ‘‘I am | 
not the woman with the great faith, but I am 
the woman with the’little faith in the great 
God."’—Lissie E. Smith, Burford, Ont. 

The Ticket.— Daughter, be of good cheer; | 
thy faith hath made thee whole(y. 22).. Dr. 
A. J. Gordon while traveling on a train fell 
into debate with a fellow-passenger on the 
subject of justification by faith, Said thie | 
man to Dr, Gordon: ‘*T tell you, God deals 
with men, not with a little bit of theological | 
scrip called faith; and when the Almighty | 
admits one to. heaven he makes rigid inquiry || 
about his character, and not about his faith.”’ 
Presently the conductor came along and ex- 
amined the tickets. When he had passed, | 
Dr. Gordon said, ‘* Did you éver notice how 
the conductor always holds his lamp to the 
ticket, and takes no pains‘at dll to inspect 
the passenger?’’ A railroad ticket, if gen- 
uine, shows that the person presenting it has 
complied with the company’s conditions, and 
is entitled to transportation, Faith alone 
entitles a man to that saving grace that is 
alone able to produce a character well pleas- 
ing to God. God cares about character ; but 
‘*without faith it is impossible to please 
God.""—A. W. Fuller, El Paso, Illinois. 
From a sermon by Louis Albert Banks. 

The Uncashed Check.— According to 
your faith be it done unto you(v. 29). When 
General Booth was in this country he told the 
stery of a man who was starving to death, 
and the man received a check from a friend, 
promising to pay a certain amount of money 
tohim. He held it up and danced around 
the room in glee, ‘* Wife,’’? he said, ‘‘[ 
am going to have it framed and hang it 








up. I will have it set to music, and we'll 
sing it every day.’? And General Booth 
said he could have it framed, and set to 


music and sing it every day of his life, sing 
it hour after hour until he died, and it would 
not do him any good if he did not take the 
check and demand payment. God’s promises 
are valueless unless we believe and present 
them to him.— Zhe Rev. C. H. Kilmer, Meck- 
lendurg, N. Y. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, ye 

Wie They Bark.—Aut the Pharisees 
said, By the prince of the demons casteth he 
out demons (v. 34.) The Christian Common- 
wealth tells an anecdote and draws a lesson. 
A dog, hitched to a lawnmower, stopped 
pulling to bark at a passer-by. The boy who 
was guiding the mower said: ‘* Don’t mind 
the dog, he is just barking for an excuse to 
rest. “te is easier to bark than to pull this 
machine.’’ It is easier to be critical than 
correct. Easier to bark than work. Easier 
to burn a house than build one. Easier to 
hinder than to help. Easier to destroy rep- 
utation than construct character, Fault- 
finding is as dangerous as ‘it is easy. Any- 
body can grumble, criticize, or censure, like 
the Pharisees, but it takes a great soul to go 
on working faithfully and lovingly, and rise 
superior to it all as Jesus did.—~/uniata 
Rokrback, Washingion; D..C. From; The 
Expositor. 





FU pisoms on escribed with the lessons of 
the w hs of these 


year ; the fifty 
places cost $8.34, and if ed at one time, a 
cloth-bound, -lettered case given 
free. The thirteen ste Seog 


graphs in one order are 20 cents each. Stereo- 


scopes, 85 cents. or postage is pre- 
oo Order from The Sunday School Times 
«1031. Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A* TIBERIAS, which is at the present 
- time a town of Jewish fishermen, we 
can get a very good idea of the sur- 
roundings among which Jesus performed the 
works of healing and help about which we 
Study in to-day’s lesson, 














Map Patent No, 656,569 by Underwood & Underwood. 
Pat'd in Great Britain, 

Find on our map, which shows parts of 
Galilee and Phoenicia, the number 15. If 
you should stand to-day at the point marked 
15, looking off. north over thie space included 


between the lines that btanch from 15, you 


would find yourself on the very same pebbly 
beach where the lake-boats used to land or 
be pushed off in the days of our Lord, You 
would see two small fishing boats just come 
in, and a good many people on the beach— 
some talking with each other, some watching 
the boats and the new arrivals, one girl buying 
some small fish that have just been caught in 
the Sea of Galilee. They are just such fish 
as have always been used for food here- 
abouts. Jesus spoke of thém once when he 
was reminding people how human fathers 
take kindly care of their dependent children, 
and how the Heavenly Father can be trusted 
to care still more (Matt. 7 : 9-11). 

Beyond the little crowd of Tiberias people 
the pebbly beach is ended by an old, irreg- 
ular stone building, partly twe stories, partly 
three stories high. It is a portion of what 
used in Jesus’ time to be a fort, guarding the 
town against the possible approach of ene- 
mies by water. . Nineteen hundred years ago 
the Roman governor of Galilee had a castle 
here at Tiberias and lived here a part of the 
time. A crowd gathered quickly whenever 
anything interesting was going on. Oriental 
people do not usually work with the.intent- 
ness and persistence of westerners; they 
always seem to have time to loiter and look 
and chat with their friends. No doubt the 
crowd that followed the Master included boys 
and girls just like these whom we see now at 
Tiberias, for they had heard that their neigh- 
bor and playmate was very sick, and they 
would naturally be eager to know what the 
Master would be able to do for her. There 
was a crowd of neighbors even in the house 
itself, for in Oriental lands people would 
think they lacked proper feeling if they did 
not make loud laments for one who has just 
died. The ‘flute-players’’ of whom Mat- 
thew writes were musicians who made a busi- 
ness of playing sad music in such a house of 
mourning. 

The young girl herself probably. looked 
very much like the Jewish girls of her own 
age whom we see now at Tiberias. Though 
she had never been to school, she had with- 
out doubt learned to spin and weave and sew 
(Prov. 31 : 19-22) and to make bread and to 
cook fish,:like those which this Tiberias girl 
is about to. carry home. 

To see for yourself the boys. and girls on 
the fishermen’s beach, and the boats, and the 
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old Roman fort, and the lake waters reach- 
ing off toward where Jesus used to live at 


sy rape use the -sterec entitled 
$t Gn the shone of Gallic ot berias.’” 


. Next 'week we shall describe. what -can be |. 


seen on a Palestine highway, where Oriental 
travelers are and passing just as 

did on the roads w the Twelve went out 
on their mission, 


< 
From the Platform — nytt 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we th thee for the abounding, overflowing 
life, thy gift to man. Endlessly thou hast 


poured forth thy. power into the-lives of the 
weary and broken of pote anti soul, -and yet 
thou art not weary of helping! Move thou 
among us this day, we beseech thee, takin 
from us our distresses, cpening. ees eyes, 
removing far from us the evil that most easily 
holds us in bondage. . May we have faith to 


trust thee in our helplessness, rejoicing in thy 
power made perfect in our weakness. Amen. . 


After the Lesson.— Have you ever no- 
ticed how the coming of the right person 
into a room will settle all confusion, and 
make everybody cheerful? There are some 
men and women—yes, and boys and girls— 
who carry good-cheer, brightness, light, sun- 
shine, wherever they go. None of your 
downcast, gloomy SE when (¢hey are 
around! They come in like a breeze on a 
hot day, a burst of sunshine through the 
clouds, They set things right wherever 
they go. Jesus made a big difference in 
people’s lives wherever he went. How many 
miracles did he perform in this lesson ? Four. 
One, the restoring of life ; one, the saving of 
life ; one, the opening of the eyes of the blind ; 
one, the opening of the lips of the dumb; 
How startling to all who knew these people ! 
How wonderful to the people themselves ! 
Life given back, life saved, life made over 
by sight and by speech. Jesus can make 
over your life and mine. e can do what 
we haven’t been able to, and never can do, 





Be ee ee 
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|-—take away the sin Sah gets the best of us, 
‘open eyes that are blind to his wonderful love, 
and lips,that have never said a strong word 
for him, “Telt me, please, that Golden Text: 





ALL THINGS POSSIBLE 
_ Why, then, should we hesitate at all to let 
esus take our lives to do with as he pleases ? 
‘To-day he ttioves among us, Mow is the 
, , PHtLaDetrutA,’ ~" 











Lesson Hymns ont Psalms 


‘* My. faith looks up.to Thee." ; 

**O God of mercy, God- of might.” 

** Immortal Love, forever full." 

‘* How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds."’ 
‘“*O Thou that hearest prayer,” *: 

** Praise, my soul, the King of heaven." 
‘** Depth of mercy-! can there be."' 

_ “ Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 103 : 1-5, 8 (146: 1-4. 211 : 1-4), 
Psalm >* :1, 2, 6-8.(38-: 1, 2, 6: 60 eek 
Psalm 118.: 10-14 (171 : 8-10 238: : 10-13). 
Psalm 13: 1-5 (14 : 1-3. 5, 6 19.: 1-5). 
Psalm 146 : 1-5 (217 : 1-5. . 316 : 1-5). 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Select under the auspices of the Sunday-school. 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee. 


M.—Matt. 9 : 18-34. . . The Power of Faith. 
‘T.—Mark 11 : 19-25 . The Power of Undoubt- 

ing Faith. 
W.—Acts 3 : 1-16 . The Power of Faith to Heal. 
T.—Matt. 9 : 18-31 . . The Power of Faith to 





Restore. 

F.—Mark 9 : 14-29. . . All Things l’ossible to 
Faith. 

S.—Luke 7 : 36-so, . . The Power of Faith to 
Save. 

S.—2 Tim. 1: 1-14... The Power of Faith to 
; Keep. 





How to Teach the Lesson to Your Clas 


>) 
J 





N WHAT three ways did Jesus help the 
people, as he went about doing: good in 
Galilee? (Repeat Matt. 4 : 23 or Matt. 

9 : 35 and recall one instance of his teach- 
ing, preaching, and healing.) Nothing was 
too hard for Jesus to do, because God gave 
him power over winds and waves, evil spirits, 
and all kinds of sickness. -He was the best 
doctor that ever lived, because he could cure 
everything. He was stronger than. death, 
and could give new life to the dead, as we 
learned on Easter Sunday. 

Would you like to know about one of the 

people to whom he gave new life? She was 
a little girl, twelve years old. Let us draw 


a square for the house in which she lived, | 


and leave a space for the door. At first only 
the father and mother lived in the house, 
until God sent a dear baby girl to be their very 
own, and make them glad. (Write glad in 
the square, and sing the Cradle Roll song 
from ‘‘ Carols.’’) 

She was their only daughter, and I am 
sure they had a good, happy home, for her 
father, Jairus, was an officer or ruler in the 
synagogue. 

One day the little daughter was taken sick. 
She grew worse and worse, and was about to 
die. It was a sad home then. (Change 
Glad to Sad.) ‘ Just as we hurry for the doc- 


tor, Jairus started to find the wonderful | 
healer about whom he had heard. ° Jesus | 
had just come back from a trip across the | 


Sea of Galilee, and was talking to the peo- 
ple, who crowded about him. © Just then 
Jairus came and knelt before him, saying, 
** My daughter is dying ; come lay thy hand 
upon her and she shall live.’’ Jesus started, 
with. his disciples, and a crowd following to 
see what he would do. 


In the crowd was a poor, sick woman, who | 


had suffered as long as Jairus’ little girl had 
lived—twelve years. She was discouraged, 
for she had spent all her money on doctors, 
and grew worse instead of better. She too 
had heard of Jesus’ power. She was in the 
crowd behind him, just close enough to 
touch the border of his garment, and’ right 
away she felt better. When Jesus stopped 
and asked who touched him. she was. afraid, 


but knelt and told the truth. He kindly 
said, ‘* Daughter, cheer up, your faith has 
made you well, go in peace.’? How happy 
she must have felt ! 

_ Just then servants came from Jairus’ home, 
saying, ‘‘ Why do you trouble the Teacher, 
your daughter is dead?’’ age spoke to 
Jairus, saying, ‘‘ Fear not, enly believe, have 
faith.’”’ He knew that ‘‘ all things are possi- 
ble to him that believeth.’’ Because the sick 
woman had just been healed, Jairus must 
have been encouraged to believe that Jesus 
could do anything. 

When they reached the sad house where 
the little girl lay dead, there was such a 
noise, for the mourners had come, weeping 
and wailing, and the flute-players made sad 
music, Jesus said, ‘*Stop all this noise and 
weeping—the child is not dead, but sleep- 
ing.’ They laughed at that; so he sent 
them all away, and allowed only the parents 
and three of the disciples in the room. _He 
took the little girl’s hand, saying, ‘‘ Maiden, 
arise.’’? Her spirit returned, and she sat up. 
Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 
Her parents were amazed, and once again that 
home was glad. (Change the word, and let 
the class review the story from the picture 
roll.) 

We will make a tall mark for the woman 
who was healed, and a short mark for the 
little girl—but they were not all. Of course 
people heard what wonderful things Jesus 
| had done.’ As he passed by, two blind men 
called for -help. Jesus stopped and said, 
**Do you believe Iam able?’’ They said, 
‘* Yes,’’ so Jesus healed them, saying, ‘‘ Be- 
cause of your faith, be it done unto you.’’ 
They couldn’t help telling about it. (Add two 
longer marks for these men. ) 





‘- Jesus’ hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind— 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind."’ 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-school.) 





But that: wasn’t all. Soon somebody 


| brought a dumh man to be cured. Jesus 
i healed him so that he spoke. 
| mark and count.) 


(Add another 
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_ paused to picture Jesus as he took that 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 3 (Matt. 9 : 18-34) 


Five people healed, because somebody had 
faith to believe that could do these 
things. Let somebody sing :— 

‘* Have faith in God, what ean there be 
For him tog teed ta. ee ane 
set us 


He gave his Son to free ; 
Have faith, have faith in God.” 
Or the chorus— 
- * Faith is the victory.” 


Home Work: Write on a } of 
the aaah whom Jesus Dealed that rset a 
CHICAGO, 


:  & 
My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 

TOOK with me to class for this lesson 
some advertisements of automobiles cut 
from magazines, Two of them were 
very much alike in appearance, byt the price 
differed, for one represented a twenty-five 
horsepower machine, and the other forty 
horsepower. The other illustration repre- 
sented a fifty horsepower machine, of still 
greater value. We discussed the value of this 
great power, and spoke of the hill-climbing 
contests which have occurred up the Wilkes- 
barre Mountain in Pennsylvania. From this 
little introduction we noted these facts: that 
the power does not show in the outward ap- 
pearanée of the machine ; that greater power 
makes the machine more valuable; and that 
the power was most needed in winning a 

race,or climbing a hard hill. 

The lesson to-day tells of a great power in 
man which does for him these same three 
things. It does not show in his appéarance, 
but it makes him more valuable and useful 
to God. It helps him over hard places in 
his life, and:the man who possesses it is sure 
to win the prize. What is this power ? 

What is faith? The girls then gave the 
meanings from the dictionary. We illus- 
trated faith very simply. Little Bill was 
afraid to go to sleep in the dark. His mother 
bade him fear not, but sleep, for she is near. 
He may believe her in a way, but he does 
not prove his faith until fear is overcome 
and he sléeps peacefully, 

Name some gréat men in the Old Testa- 
ment who proved their great faith. From 
the assigned reading of the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews, the girlsnamed Abraham, Noah, 
etc. When Abraham left home, when Noah 
built, the ark, their faith was. strong enough 
to direct their actions, Unless it leads to 
action there is no faith, 

Then we approached the incidents of to- 
day’s lesson. We recalled that Jesus had 
been dining in Matthew’s house with sin- 
ners, and had proved himself their friend. 
What man now came pleading to Jesus? 
What was his position? Here I was sur- 
prised to find it necessary to explain ‘‘ syna- 
gogue.’’ One of the girls told the story, 
and Maud read a clipping about Oriental 
mourning, which I further explained. We 


twelve-year-old girl by the hand, and kindly 
said, ‘* Little maid, arise!’’? and how he 
asked that they give her something to eat. 
The powerful King, the Saviour of sinners, 
is also the dear good friend of little girls. 

What interruption had occurred along the 
way? The girls told the story of that touch, 
and Dorothy read a clipping about the gar- 
ment, 

We noted, in the case of the blind men, 
that although they acknowledged Jesus in 
loud voiges aS the street they were not 
cured at once. proved their faith by 
continuing to follow ie a time without recog- 
nition, and, even after following Jesus-into 
the house, were further tested by the ques- 
tion, ** Believest thou? ”’ 

In each of these cases, what action proved 
the faith? We spoke of the necessity of 
having faith, and marked and read, as our 
reasons, Hebrews 11: 6 and Mark 9 : 23. 

Then we turned to Hebrews 11:1, and 
read this verse in its two parts, using the 
marginal reading. I explained how we 
could give substance to the love, purity, or 
unselfishness we hoped for by acting accord. 
ingly, and how, by testing the power of 
Christ to save and help, we thus proved our 
faith. The man who doesn’t pray to Christ 
has not faith in him. 

We adopted Alice’s suggestion for our 
title, ‘* The Mission of Faith,”’ and summar- 
ized by reviewing the necessity of faith, how 
it was like horsepower in an automobile, 





and how we could prove it-in our lives. 
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Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


For next week the girls will write in their 
books the story of this lesson, 
Read every day: Matthew 9 1 38 to 10: 42. 
See dictionaries for ‘apostle’? and ** disci- 
ple." Memorize Matthew 10:8. Make a 
of the twelve disciples in Read the 
call of Philip and Nathanael (John 1 waist). 
What happened to Sodom and Gomo 
og 19: 24, 25. 
ote from your reading: Where the dis- 
epecr ween eS pe: what they were to do, 
what jo see what to take, what hardships to 
‘ ndure, recompense to share. 
What had they van ah so freely which 
they were to give without cost? 


The girls are writing, week by week, a life of Christ 
ia their own no them with pic- 
er AC wade spon and adding the-* 


or rg 
‘of each lesson, and how they weave it into their lives. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C, Foster 


Y FIRST question to the boys was, 
What word could be placed on this 
lesson asa title? The answers were 

prompt: Healing, Power, Faith. They had 
not seen the regular title of the lesson, so the 
titles were their own suggestion. We agreed 
to use Faith, or, as I suggested, The Power 
of Faith, thus using the selected lesson title. 


I found a real advantage in getting the boys } 


thus ‘to give a title of their own choosing to 
the passage. It compelled them to ¢hink of 
the passage, and not merely to read it. 

In the searching out of this key-word to 
apply as title to the lesson I had the boys 
emphasize what they had already done, by 
reading over the lesson, verse by verse, 
aloud. Then I shut all Bibles, including 
my own, and called upon each boy to repeat 
the substance of the verse he had read. This 
caught some of them unawares, and I called 
attention to the ease with which we could 
read a passage and yet not fasten our atten- 
tion upon it.‘ It’s a costly habit to get into. 
We opened our Bibles again. 

Mark § : 22 told us who the ruler was, 
and it seemed better to read Matthew 9: 2 
26, to complete the story of the ruler’s daugh- 
ter. ‘Was it a common thing to raisé people 
from the dead? The boys said it was quite 
uncommon. Have we any other case of 
raising a person from the dead mentioned in 
the chapters’ preceding this one? This 
caused some thoughtful faces before the reply 
was given. I questioned the boys about the 
flute-players, and only one could give a rea- 
son for their presence there. Then the ex- 
planation in the second paragraph of Dr. 
Mackie’s article helped all to get a clear 
idea of the custom, The account in Mark 
helped to lend vividness to the scene as pic- 
tured here. Jesus is the embodiment of life. 
Le lived in a tremendous way, and helped 
others to live in a real way all about him. 
He never died; there has never been a call 
for a monument erected to his memory. 
Everything he did pulsated with lite. 

Now we come back to the incident of the 
sick woman, and Mark 5 : 25-34 amplifies the 
narrative. Notice the tact that the woman 
did her part in getting cured; she had faith 
and she took the necessary steps to show her 
taith. She might have believed in Christ 
and yet made no effort to be cured by him; 
remember our two kinds of faith which we 
have discussed previously ; there is only one 
effective kind—the kind that practises the 
belief which one professes, 

**Son of David’’ was significant (see Dr. 
Riddle), and it was 2 point well worth mak- 
ing with the boys. ysically blind men 
were eager enough for a physical cure ; they 
followed him, and cried out, and came into 
the house where he was. Not all people 
who are spiritually blind are so eager; yet 
in foreign lands we find this eagerness even 
to-day (Pierson). 

The test of the cure of the dumb man was 
his: ability to speak, wasn’t it? How far 
does that test apply to-day to Christians? 
I wonder whether a man who is cured of sin 
ought not be able to tell about it! Yet how 
little real speaking testimony to Christ do we 
hear! One doesn’t have to wait till man- 
hood to say, He is a great Physician ; he 
cured me, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Read Matthew 9 : 35 with great care; 
I’m going to ask a question about that verse 
next ‘Sunday. 2. Learn the names of the 


( Continued on next page, third column) 
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Raw Grains Magnified 


Puffed Wheat or Puffed Rice looks much like raw grain viewed 
through a reading glass. 

When shot from the guns the grain is puffed to eight times natural 
size—made four times as porous as bread. 

Every starch granule is literally blasted to pieces, so the digestive 
juices act instantly. 

The grain is cooked in its own moisture—exploded by its own steam 
—crisped by terrific heat. 

_ Vet the grain coatsiare unbroken. We have the natural grain in its 

natural shape, are porous, nut-like and digestible. 


“The Most Wholesome 
Cereal Foods 


Nature has placed in wheat and rice all the best of the food elements. 
But it remained for Prof. Anderson to make these grains wholly digestible 
—as they never were made before. 

That's the real merit in Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice. 
get the grain’s whole food value. 

But that isn’t why people eat them. They are so enticing—so nut- 
like and crisp—that people forget why the grains are puffed—why the 
granules of starch are exploded. 

Four people in five—as proved by lunch counter tests—like these 
foods better than any other ready-cooked cereals, when they judge them 
by taste alone. 


Puffed Wheat, I0C precept in 
Puffed Rice,’ 5c "”"""" 


This is the curious process invented by Prof. Anderson, formerly of 
Columbia University. . 

The whole wheat or rice kernels are put into sealed guns. Then the 
guns are revolved for sixty minutes in a heat of §50 degrees. 

The heat turns the moisture in the grain to steam, and the pressure 
becomes tremendous. 

Then the guns are unsealed, and the steam explodes. 
starch granule is blasted into a myriad particles. 

Thus the grain is cooked—the starch granules exploded—the puffed 
grain is crisped by the heat. Then we have the whole grains made gigantic 
in size, but shaped just the same as before. 


Used in Candy Making 


Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice are the ideal foods for 
breakfasts, luncheons and suppers. But children also delight 
in using Puffed Rice for candy. It makes a nut-like 
addition to fudge. 
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Instantly every 













Don’t be without these curious foods, for A 
there is nothing else so good. Reminder 
Cut out this coupon, so you won't for- to include - 


get to order some to-dav. 


Made Only by the 
Quaker Oats Company 


Puffed Wheat 
and Puffed Rice 
in my grocery order to-day. 
(33) 
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Everyone 


THE SUNDAY 


knows that 


Quaker Oats 
is the standard by which all. 


other cereal foods are measured. 


As delicious. as Quaker Oats. 


_As strengthening as Quaker Oats. 


As easily digested as Quaker Oats. 


As economical as Quaker Oats, 


These are the best things that 


could be said of any food. There 


are few of which it is true. 











THE AMERICAN 
tie STANDARD BIBLE 


‘The best translation of the Scriptures in the 
. English Language.’’ 
An ittustration of some of the differences 
1 Cor, 15: 33 


KING JAMES BIBLE 
33 Be not deceived ; evil communi- 
cations corrupt good manners. 








Send for Free Booklet containing interesting and helpful comments by prominent scholars 
Be sure and ask your bookseller for the American Standard, or write to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 37 A East 18th St., New York 


Publishers for the American Committee — Bible publishers for over fifty years 


Edited by 
American Revision Committee 


_ AMERICAN STANDARD, BIBLE 
33 Be not deceived: Evil’ compan- 
ionships corrupt good morals. 
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80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Keligious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be dawes 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
95 cent rate. 
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250,000 


COPIES ALREADY SOLD 


HALLOWED NEW and OLD 
By I. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY 
OVER 1,000 CHURCHES USING IT 
256 Pagen, 100 New Songs, Responsive Readings 
$25 per 100, not 35 cents per copy by mail 


Returnable samples mailed to “ earnest inguirers.”” 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 








Y ALL means avail yourself of 
the WHOLE Sunday School 


Times, while you are about it. 


The usefulness of the paper is not 
intended to cease with the end of 
the reading-matter. There is mat- 
ter for close and thoughtful reading 
in the advertisements for every 
reader who desires to buy to the 
best advantage for home, or school, 
or personal needs. Back of the 
advertisements are concerns who 
await the opportunity to serve you, 
and to doit well. The WHOLE. paper 
is yours for service. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
twelve apostles. 3. Learn the meaning of 
**Gentiles,’’ ‘*Samaritans.’’ 4. What rea- 
son did Jesus give as one why they should 
‘*freely give’’? 5. Special 





CONDUCTING THE CLAss SESSION. 


THE malignant temper betrayed by the 
“| .. Pharisees in Maithew 9: 34 exhibited 

a condition of affairs which seriously 
affected the free public ministry — and 
led to a fresh phase of his work. That verse, 
therefore, marks a real turning-point in the 
story of the ministry as related by Matthew, 
and affords a proper opportunity for review- 
ing the progress of our study of the Gospel. 
We need to ask ourselves, What is the con- 
tribution of these nine chapters to the por- 
traiture of the Messiah? We may review 
them from six viewpoints : 

1. As a part of the Gospel as a whole. 
Get the class to recall the outline of the Gos- 
pel thus far. What title should we give to 
the first two chapters? What to 3:1 to 4: 
16? By what significant word regarding the 
Kingdom is the section 4: 17 to 16: 20 
characterized? In this third section of the 
Gospel, what two distinct divisions have we 
traversed? At this point review the whole 
Gospel in its five great sections, distinguish- 
ing the last three by the key words—procla- 
mation, consummation, and interpretation. 

2. As naming personalities. How many 
are actually named in these nine chapters? 
Contrast the number named (over twenty- 
five) in the first nine chapters of Luke, 
Draw the conclusion before the class that 
» Matthew’s Gospel aims to center all atten- 
tion upon Jesus, caring little for exactness 
and fulness of historical detail. 

3. As implying four steps in the active 
ministry of Jesus. Passing by the stories of 
the infancy and the narratives regarding the 
preaching of John and, the baptism and 
temptation of Jesus, bring out by questions 
(1) his choice of Capernaum as the working 
center of his ministry, a significant act ; (2) his 
choice of five associates or followers. What 
did he promise them? Judging from his 
declarations later on to two would-be fol- 
lowers (Matt. 8 : 19-22), on what did he 
insist in. such an associate? (3) His public 
ministry in Galilee. . What was its character 
and effect upon the people? (4) His grad- 
ual estrangement from the Pharisees. To 
what state of mind did they come? 

4. As describing great deeds. What were 
the ten which Matthew relates? What is 
the ground for declaring that these were 
selected by the writer of the Gospel from a 
much larger number and grouped together 
for the purpose of impression ? 

Which of these deeds of mercy and help- 
fulness may be called the greatest among 
them? Horton declares that they are so 
arranged as to come to a climax with the 
miracle of raising the dead girl to life. Does 
this opinion seem justified? If it is, does 9: 
27-33 seem an anticlimax ? 

5. As reporting great sayings. Of the 
teachings and declarations reproduced in 
these chapters, which have made the great- 
est impression on our minds? Let-the class 
repeat these—for example, ‘* Ye are the salt 
of the earth,’’ or ‘*No man can serve two 
masters.’’? Try to select in this way ten or 
so of the most striking and memorable utter- 
ances, 

6. As exhibiting aspects of his Messianic 
personality. _This is the principal object of 
the Gospel. Ask the class to mention the 
aspects which have impressed them. They 
will call attention, naturally enough, to Jesus 
the preacher of repentance, the teacher of 
truths concerning the gospel of the Kingdom, 
and the healer of all kinds of disease. -But 
there are many other aspects of his activity ; 
such as the acknowledged master and leader 
of good men, the wielder of divine power, 
the teacher who dared to be authoritative. 
No one exhausts this theme who does not 
make a study of the names by which Jesus is 
known, given either by himself or by the dis- 
ciples, as noted in-chapters 8 and 9. There 
are six. of these. 

The last five chapters cover a period of a 
few months. They give testimony to the 
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The Gracious Sovereignty of Jesus as Exhibited in Words 
and Works: a Review (Matt. 1:1 to 9: 34). 
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9:1-6. Let each boy discover any addi- 
tional facts given in his account over and 
above what Matthew gives. 6. Of what sig- 
nificance’ > the reference to Sodom and 


tremendous impression which Jesus had al- 
ready made upon the people of Jewish Pales- 
tine. Crowds came from every quarter to 
witness his deeds and listen to his gracious 
words. He was no longer obscure and un- 
known, Pharisees came down from Jerusa- 
lem to hear him. He was such a different 
person that there could scarcely fail to be a 
clash bétween him and them. ey watched 
his doi with growing disapproval, and 
finally did not try to conceal their bitter 
malignance, With them henceforth Jesus 
had to reckon. 

Jesus was no fighter. He went his own 
way resolutely, but did not aim unnecessarily 
to attack those with whom he differed. He 
rather made his own independent mark upon 
men, It was enough. They were deeply 
though variously impressed. The disciples 
wondered over his power; the people could 
not restrain their astonishment at his re- 
sourcefulness, wisdom, and authoritative- 
ness; the religious leaders becamé appre- 
hensive and then hostile. 

His distinctive message related to the 
Kingdom, which he said was ‘‘at hand.’’ 
We get the impression from this Gospel that 
Jesus would have preferred to preach a posi- 
tive scheme of righteousness rather than to 
denounce Pharisaic traditions. But-as he 
went on, his teaching as well as his methods 
of work were somewhat shaped by Pharisaic 
opposition. In order to justify and uphold 
his peed he had to become aggressive. 
Thus we have reached 4’ real turning-point 
in his ministry. 


Books THAT May BE UsED. 


A ‘rapid reading of the survey of some 
standard Life of Christ on this period is well 
worth while. Rhees’ ‘‘ Life of Jesus of Naz- 
areth,’’ 118-133 ; or Robertson’s ‘* Epochs in 
the Life of Jesus,’’ 40-56; will be especially 
helpful. _ Bennett’s ‘‘ Life of Christ, Accord- 
ing to St. Mark,’’ pages 1-46, gives a fine 
survey of the same period from the stand- 
point of another Gospel. 


DatLy HoME READINGS ON Next LEssON. 

Lesson for April 1o: Matt. 9 : 35 to.10: 
15, 40-42. 

Monday.— Read Matthew 9: 35 to 10: 1. 
Note the two impressive figures under which 
Jesus expressed his estimate of the religious 
condition of the Galilean. people. . Do we 
look at our contemporaries with his eyes? 

Tuesday.—Kead Luke 6: 12-16 and Mark 
3: 14, 15, One man is invariably first and 
one invariably mentioned last, - Think of 
the price that each one paid for his pre- 
eminence, 

Wednesday. — Read Matthew’ 10 : 5-15. 
Jesus sent the Twelve out at first on a mis- 
sion to those they knew well, a very unpre- 
tentious, house-to-house ministry of friendly 
conversation about the Kingdom. Who finds 
such a service impracticable at any time? 

i « — Read Matthew 10 : 16-33. 
Jesus hére took a long look ahead to the 
days of hostile opposition and fierce rivalry. 
The encouraging word to every one who is 
doing his duty as a disciple is that Jesus suf- 
fered in the same way and for the same rea- 
sons, 

Friday.— Read Matthew 10: 34 to 11: 1. 
The closing words have a message to the av- 
erage man or woman who minimizes his 
goodness. . He can at least reverence good- 
ness and nobleness in others, and this is a 
fine start on the road to righteousness. 

Saturday.—Read Acts 2: 22-24, 33-36. 
It gives the substance of an early apostolic 
sermon. The decisive proof that Jesus was 
the Messiah, and that the Kingdom had 
come, was his resurrection, of which they 
were witnesses. 

Sunday.—Read Matthew 9 : 35 to. 10: 1; 
10 : 5-7, 11-13, 40-42.. \hat was the-press- 
ing reason for this mission? Would Jesus 


organize only six groups to-day ? 
WasHBurRN -COLLece,-TOreKa, Kansas. 


























LESSON FOR APRIL 3 (Matt. 9: 18-34) 


When your nerves are overworked—when 
you're tired and’ weary your doctor will pre- 
scribe a tonic—ask him about 


Sanatogen 


THE FOOD STONIC 


Sanatogen is a scientific combination of the 
body's two vital needs—a muscle builder and a 
nerve food. One is Albumen, the nutritive part 
of Nature’s only true food—milk. ‘The other 
consists of Sodium Glycero-phosphate, the 
greatest known nerve and brain rejuvenator. 

The preparation and combimation of these 
two properties meake Sanatogen a: harmless, ex- 
ceedingly efficient body and _ brain builder that 
is prescribed by physicians as a food tonic for 
many of their patients, 


“ The Will To Do ”’ is famous 
Dr. C. ai Re ther of gpd system 


to every pndawe) ey rchyrers Aaa 
Fill ia the coupon for a free copy. 


Get Sanatogen from your Druggist— 
if not obtainable Voom him, write 


The Bauer Chemical Company 
522 Everett Building, New York 


Gentlemen: Please send me a free copy of | 


Dr. C. W. Saleeby's book ** The Will To Do." 
Name .. 

Address 
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Address ... 


Manager, man or woman for each 
WANTED county, to introduce White Rib- 
ben Concentrated Non-Alcoholic Flavoring in 
Tubes. Saves half the cost. Everybody buys and 
re-orders. $2.50 per day salary, and commission. 
Also local agents, 50 percent commission. 

5. S. ZIEGLER €O-, 78 Plymouth St., Chicago. 


Jniversity method of specialization 
HARTFORD with practical training for the min- 
ixtry. Large faculty and library. 


THEOLOGICAL - 


Graduate fellowships. bth foreign 
and resident. Open to college gradu- ‘ N 
oiee of all MB Bes, ee oe SEMI ARY 


Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford, Conn 
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Send for Yes with Free Trial 
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When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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ees use 
that money to buy books for the library. Is this 
a wise thing to do?—J. E. M. ~ 

Unless a library is kept up by the addition 
ly, and by the very 
best of management, it will not create nor 
maintain as much interest 2s papers for the 
scholars will do. at Ee 

The Ts now are irably ed- 
ited, oe fall of splendid reading, and will 
oftentimes be read when books will not be. 

Many a scholar has time to read a paper 
who thinks he has not time to read a book. 

My judgment is that ten scholars will read 
a w one will read a book. Unless 
scholars are natural lovers 6f books and read- 
ing, they will not easily be induced to take 
books ‘from the library, but a small paper with 
attractive stories in it, and incidents, espe- 
cially if it is illustrated, will be read. 

I would have a library if I could, but I 
would not rob the school of its papers to 
get it. 





CALIFORNIA.—It seems to me the enrolment 
in our Sunday-schools is done in a very slipshod 
manner, and in many schools there seems to he 
no enrolment at all. Please tell me how schol- 
ars should be enrolled in order that there may 
be Bn eonurate polling of the school at any time. 

There is no uniform method of enrolment, 
and probably never will be. ‘There is, how- 
ever, great improvement in this direction. 

The only way to regulate this matter is to 
have an officer in the school whose business 
it is to look after this feature of it. This 
officer is usually called a superintendent of 
enrolment or classification. 

No member of the school should be ad- 
mitted to any class until he has been properly 
| assigned and enrolled by this enrolment off- 
cer. ‘The enrolment card should contain all 
the information that it is desirable to have. 

The enrolment officer, however, cannot do 
his duty without the co-operation of all. the 
other officers of the school, as well as the 
teachers, 4 

If scholars and teachers ate allowed to 
take “new members’ into their classes at 
pleasure, without proper enrolment, thete is 
no hope of securing acttracy. Neither is 
there any hope of-maintaining the grading. 

The roll should be revised carefully at 





least once a quarter, and the names elim- 
inated of those who have permanently left 
the school. No one, however, should be 
placed in this class until after every effort 
has been made to reclaim the absentee. 





PENNSYLVANIA.— What is the best method 
you know for getting scholars to give regu- 
larly to the Sunday-school? What is the best 
way to make a Sunday-school grow ?— 
Cc. M. W. 

No giving can be intelligent until the 
givers know what the money is to be used 
for, and have some interest in the purpose 
for which it is to be used. They must know 
first—the interest will come afterward. 

It is therefore time well spent in a Sun- 
day-school to go into the details and instruct 
the scholars concerning the thing for which 
they are to give. ‘Specific giving will always 
bring the largest results. You can get more 
money to support a child whose name you 
know, and whose picture you can show, 
than you can if you simply appeal for a gen- 
erous contribution for foreign missions, 

The giving habit is acquired by education 
and practise. The right kind of training in 
youth will make giving a relish in later years. 





Endeavor to teach the scholars to give a 
specific sum each Sunday, and to make up 
for the Sundays they are absent. This is 


| often brought about by the envelope system. 


Teach the joy of giving as well as the duty 
of giving. Teach that it is really true that it 


| is more blessed to give than to receive. The 


officers and leaders of the school should set 
a generous example. 

The best way to make your school grow is 
to make it so good, helpful, and interesting 
that the members will first love it, and then 
talk about it. Make your school a delight 
to those who now belong to it, and others 
will want to enjoy that same privilege. 

This does not mean that you are not to 
engage in a systematic effort to gain new 
scholars, By all means do this. But you 
cannot hope to hold new scholars unless you 
have a good school, 


The Young People’s 
- -Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, April-g, 1910. 


Christ Our Teacher. (John 13 : 44- 
50. Consecration meeting). 
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Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
‘Mon.—A eo on the Kingdom (Matt. 5: 
I-11). 
TuEs.—On righteopsness (Matt. 5 : 20-30). 
WEDb.—On prayer (Matt. 6 : 5-15). 
‘THURS.— On fear-thought ( Matt. 6 : 25-34). 
FR1.—On service (John i3 : 1-17). 
Satr.—On obedience (John 14 : 15-24). 
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How does Christ's exathple teach us ? 
What are Christ's characteristics as a 
teacher? ~~. fea De tole ed to 
What is the principal lesson he has taught 

you? d : ‘ 

NE of the words by which Christ was 
constantly described or addressed 
. , was the word ‘* Teacher,’’ , Often in 
our old versions of the Bible the word is 
translated ‘‘Master,’’ but literally it is 
‘*Teacher.’’ This was the aspect of Jesus’ 


beginning of his ministty, He seemed to them 
to ‘be a wonderful ‘new teacher, so fresh, so 
true, so authoritative, so sincere, so practical, 
All the world through which he walked 
served to suggest lessons, ‘andeven’ the sim- 
plest and slowest-witted among the people 
could understand him, So they crowded to 
him and followed him about, listening 
eagerly to his wonderful parables and the 
lessons which went straight to their hearts 
and fitted their everyday lives. : 


tics, Thousands of teachérs. have come afd 
gone since he’ was here and only those of 
them are remembered who have interpreted 
mote ¢learly, his teaching “dr have dicey 
ered some «truth whieh ‘supported him. 


that we had. not been before. fitting to new 
conditions of our dwn day. Othef teachin 
grows old. It was tied up’ to: one’ age and 
passed with its age, But Christ’s teaching 
is immortal, : 


The greatest of all his lessons was his 
teaching about God. The world never knew 
what he told it about God. It has never fully 
believed it, but, it is coming to believe it 
more and more. He lived himself in the 
peace and strength of an absolute trust in 
the fatherly love of God. All the evil of the 
world which he knew better than any one 
else who has ever come in the world and 
which was the constant anguish of his soul, 
could not shake his confidence in God’s 


learn no greater lésson from his teaching 
than this trust in God the Father. 


But Jesus did not teach this lesson by the 
words which he spoke alone. You must put 
new truth into life to make it apprehensible. 
Jesus did this, ~ At first men thought of him 
only as a teacher, but soon they saw his 
miracles which did indeed illustrate his doc- 
trine, but which also showed that he was not 
like other teachers. And as time went on 
his disciples realized that the great lesson was 
not what he said but what he was and was 
doing. They saw that he was indeed teach- 
ing them the principles of the true life, but 
they saw also that he was doing something 
for man. He was himself by his life and 
death making it possible for them to live 
this life by means of a divine life which he 
would be in them, as they could never live 
it by simply trying in their own wills to imi- 
tate his counsels. The Teacher was also the 
Son of man and Son of God. If he had not 


gotten, but if remembered it would have 
had no more transforming force in_ its 
measure than the teachings of Confucius or 
Booddha. 


Stalker’s ‘* Imago Christi” will help us to 
realize what lessons Jesus teaches by his 
character and ways with men. Jenks’ ‘‘ The 
Social Teaching of Jesus ’’ will show us his 
teachings about social duty and relations, and 
| Wendt’s ‘Teaching of Jesus’’ will help 
| those who wish to study more deeply his 
| teaching about God and men and all things. 





mission which most impressed people at the | 


For this eternal freshness of the teaching | 
of Jesus is one of its wonderful characteris- | 


We are each of us finding principles in them | 


fatherly government of the world, We can | 


been, his teaching might not have been for- | 
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Macbeth Pearl 
Glass is the only 
kind of glass that 
would ever be 
used for lamp- 
chimneys if every 
maker consid- 
ered his interests 
identical with’ 
those of the user. 
%4, It is only the 
" user's interests, 
however, that you have to con- 
sider. 

See that my name, Macbeth, is 
on. the lamp-chimneys you buy, 
and they won’t break from heat. 


One quality; to get the correct size and shape for 
any burner, have my lamp book. Free, Address 


MACBETH, Pittsburen. 


Chureh oarpett SAW E 3 


Here are the finest quality carpets sold 
“direct from Leom Scr os owen 
possible mill prices. You don’t have to pay 
any dealers’ profits. And we do away with the 
credit man’s percentage by selling for cash only. 


vOura 
| Church Carpets 














Leaders for 24 years in beauty and durability. 
Selected yarns enduring colors, exclusive 
designs, epers Weaving. Guaranteed ‘perfect 
in every i. 

INGRAINS, 36 in. wide, 69c; VELVETS, 27 in. 
wide, 78¢; ‘WILTONS, 27° in: wide, $1.08. 
Cut, matched and sewed free. Money re- 
funded if not satis: y. Freight peid. 
Sample Book of assorted ros of.these 

, op deposit of $1.00, which will 
} refun when book is returned. 
| By all means write for the beautiful Beau- 
dura catalogue. 


GEAUDURA CARPET MILLS, Bex 4716 Punaverrma, Pa. 
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gardeners in Ferry’s Seeds to-day 
would have been impossible to fee! in 








THE BSEST WAY 
THe ust oF HE INDIVIDUAL 










4ORO5 SUPPER IN THOUSANDS 

m OF LHURTHES 17 WiLL OO SOFOA 
YOUR CHURTH SEND FOR Lee 

TAMATEOS PILE 4/3T 

mae NN oe ay eed SERVICE Co. 

“| Address Dept. B . 
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=BELLS = 


Peal McSuane Ba. Feeney Co.. Bar uene, 
Hesrtier-seuiagiam gro Why BD 


dimensions. Book of Light and * 
estimate free. 1. P. Prink, 55x Pearl St., New York 











_ In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement tn The Sunday School Times. 














This is the Maid of fatr renown. 
Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town, | : 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two, 
And her employment isn’t stow, 
For she employs SAPCLIO. ° 


eee since there have been homes, 
g hasbeen considered the 
hardest pert of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, 
surface, from the kitchen aoe’ to 0 the 
we lh delicate wok. in lor, can 
at Rey 9 APOLIO 
riheen ightly on rer a brush or a 
cloth, an Mokened off with clear water. 








ears = 
as the 

SS ieaceesaaner ee 

of he l'attachments, Fill 

caret y with your name 

address. ve i we receive it 


we will send a free ¥ of our special 
Sewing ‘Sinchine Catal ly 


Sears, Roebuck and Co. 


Chicago . - Illinois 
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Our Misunderstood Bible 


Price, $1.00, net. 


1031 WALNUT S?T., PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 





| THE SUNDAY ScHoor-Eistes-Comrany y 














What's the Use 
Sticking to a Habit when it Means Discomfort P 


Old King Coffee knocks subjects out 
tolerably flat at times, and there is no 
possible doubt of what did it. A Mich, 
woman gives her 5 may eb 

‘*T used to have liver trouble nearly 
all the time and took medicine which re- 
lieved me only for a little while. 
every once ina while I would be suddenly 
doubled up with an awful agony in my 
stomach. It seemed as though every 
time [ took a breath I would die. No 
one could suffer any more and live.’ 

“ Finally [ got down so sick with 
catarrh of the stomach that I could not 
turn over in bed, and my stomach did not 
digest even milk. The doctor finally 
told me that if I did not give up drink- 
ing coffee I would surely die, but I felt I 
could not give it e 

‘‘ However, Husband brought home a 
package of Postum and it was made 
strictly according to directions, It was 
the only thing that would stay on my 
stomach, and I soon got sol liked it very 
mee dually I bega t be d 

‘*Gradua m- to get better, an 
week by week gained in strength and 
health. Now I am in perfect condition, 
and I am convinced that the whole cause 
of my trouble was coffee drinking, and 
my getting better was due to leaving off 
coffee and taking Postum. 

‘*A short time ago I tasted some coffee 
and found, to my astonishment, that I did 
not care @ nything aboutit. Inever have 
to take medicine any more. I hope you | 
will use this letter for the benefit of those 
suffering from the poisonous effects of 
coffee.” 

Read the little book, 
bi tho 0 in ‘There's a Reason.” 

Ever read ines 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, trie, and fullof human 
interest. 


“The Road to 





Then | 


above letter? A new | 
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Books that Help to a Clearer Understanding 


stu ip Oriental ig 


7 


Phe Ancestry of 

Our English Bible 
By Professor Ira’ M; | Price, 
University of Chicago. A 
scholarly treatment of the 
story of-the various versions 
of the Bible. , Profusely illus- 
trated. Widely used as a 
text-book. Equally suited to 
the reference library of the 
everyday Bible student. 
$1.50. 





of the Bible 


Amurru tig Home of i the 

Northern tes, 
By’ Pror. A. T. Cray,’ University of 
Rags Pepe A study showing that 
the religion and wig at of Israel are 
not of Babylonian ori The views 
of. the critics who wou a dissipate the 
Bible into Babylonian. myths are not 
only proved to be without foundation, 
but the origin of Israel’s religion as set 
forth in the Old Testament is substan- 
tiated. $1.25. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





By H. CLay.Trumeuii, D. D. 
A rich fund of side-lights on 
Bible characters and.customs 
as studied in the life of the 
East by a keen-eyed American 
scholar who knew how to see 
and say the things that every 
one wants to know about Ori- 
ental customs. Popular edi- 
tion, illustrated, $1.50. 


























Fasy.raise moncy| 
for anew organ.— 


The Estey Organ Company has 
perfected a plan for raising money 
for an organ and wil! furnish full 
details and supplies free.to any 
church or Sunday-schoo! that will 
ask for them, 

The plan is entirely new, calls 
for no big preparation,. bvt brings 
the money for a new organ. 





Write fer the 
Estey Plan 


to the Estey Organ Company 
Brattleboro, Vt. 


JUST PUBLISHED 


What Life 


Means to Me 


By Wilfred T. Grenfell, M.D. 
The latest message from the Apostle of the Labrador 


ere is an answer 
riddle of exist- 
secre’ frankly and 
given by a man 
whos share in the 
world’s ‘work quali- 
fies him to speak with 
understanding. - The 
author sums -up his 
: persons! definition of 
fe th 
“That is what life 
meahs fo me—a place 
where a Fathér' above 
deals differently with his different children, 
but with all in love ; a place where trite joys 
do not hang on material pegs, and where all 
the time the fact that God our Father i is on 
his throne lines évery cloud -with gold."’ 


BASTER EDITION, illustrated with an espe- 
cially interesting portrait, price, 50 cents net. 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


176 Wabash Ave., Chicago 14 Beacon St., Boston 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 

















For the Wide-Awake Superintendent 
‘The 


Ladder of Merit 


The newest and 
best device for 
stimulating attend- 
ance and offering. 
May also be used 
aS a competitive 
chart between. the 
boys and girls for 
new scholars and 
increased offering. 
The progress of the 
competition is indi- 
cated. by figures 
of boys and girls 
which accompany 
the chart and add 
to its effectivensss. 

Printed in col- 
ors on linen: Chart 
18x45 inches. 

No. 1, For 

» school ranging from 
twenty-five to one 
hundred and fifty 
in attendance and 
go cents to $5.00 in 
offering. 


Price, $1.00 each, postpaid 


Griffith and Rowland Press 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 



























































